
PARISH RECTORY
234 Hermitage Street

Philadelphia, PA 19127
Phone: 215-482-0450

Fax: 215-482-7531 
E-mail: contact@holyfamilychurch.org
Website: www.HolyFamilyChurch.org

Pastor
Rev. Msgr. Patrick E. Sweeney
pastor@holyfamilychurch.org

Pastor Emeritus
Rev. Francis X. McKee

Sunday Visitor
Rev. Michael Shea 

Pastoral Service Director 
and Permanent Deacon 
Deacon James Browne

Music Director
Joseph O/Brien

CHURCH SERVICES
Saturday Evening Mass: 4:00pm 
Sunday Mass: 9:00am, 11:00am
Weekday Mass: 8:00am
Holy Day Vigil Mass: 7:00pm 
Holy Day Mass: 9:00am

BAPTISM
Baptisms are celebrated every third 
Sunday after the 11:00am Mass. 
Please contact the rectory for details 
about the Pre-Jordan program which 
is held on the first Sunday of the 
month at 12:00pm in the rectory.

CONFESSION
Saturday: 3:00-3:45pm or any time 
upon request.

MARRIAGE
Couples must make arrangements at 
Holy Family at least 6 months prior 
to the wedding. Call the rectory at 
215-482-0450 for an appointment.

MINISTRY TO THE SICK & ELDERLY
Visits those unable to attend Mass due 
to sickness or age every 2 weeks on 
Friday from 11:00 to 12:30pm 

Holy Hour: Second Sunday of each month 
after the 11:00am Mass 
Miraculous Medal Novena: every Friday 
after 8:00am Mass
Altar Servers: Mary Alice Missimer 
Cantors: Joseph O’Brien
Extraordinary Ministers: 

Jeanine Censi-Lamont
Lectors: Kathy Duffy
RCIA: Wednesday at 7:00pm
PREP: Sundays from 10:00-11:00am

Welcome
We welcome all who join us for worship, and we invite you to become part of our parish family. 

You may register as a parishioner in the rectory on any Sunday morning after the Masses or any time online.

Pre-Cana Team: Program for engaged 
couples – John and Beth Delaney
Liturgy Committee: Plans religious services 
– Jim Browne
Parish Pastoral Council: meets first Monday
of the month to confer on Pastoral planning
Women’s Club: Meets six times/year and
sponsors social activities

*Please note: If you are interested in
participating any of these activities, please
contact the rectory at 215-482-0450.



SUNDAY, MAY 25, 2025 
SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

SATURDAY, MAY 24th    
4:00 pm  

Claire Crossey, requested by the Prechtel family 
\ 

SUNDAY, MAY 25th  
 9:00am 

Our Parishioners 
11:00am 

Eleanor Hallinger, requested by her daughter 

MONDAY, MAY 26th – 8:00am 

Adaline O’Harra 

TUESDAY, MAY 27th – 8:00am 

William Sprenkle, requested by Kathy Duffy 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 28th – 8:00am 

Ann Burke,, requested by Bertha Volack 

THURSDAY, MAY 29th - 8:00 am  

Anna Giorno, requested by Ann and Debbie Currier 

FRIDAY, MAY 30th - 8:00 am 

Special Intention 

SATURDAY, MAY 31st    
4:00 pm  

Samuel Zane, requested by the Prechtel family 
\ 

SUNDAY, JUNE 1st 
 9:00am 

Crucifix and Antonio Mattoscia, requested by Louise 
Mancuso 

11:00am 

Our Parishioners 

Please remember your CHURCH WEEKLY 
OFFERING. You can either mail it in or do it by 
Electronic Giving. Please follow this secure link:  
Your financial offerings are most appreciated. 

SUNDAY COLLECTION FOR 5/11-5/12 

Sunday (104)    $  3,565.00 
Second Collection    $      98.00 
Catholic Home Missions (7)    $      90.00 
Easter (1)    $      50.00 
Ascension Thursday (2)    $      35.00 
Holy Thursday (1) $        5.00 
Latin America (1) $        5.00 

TOTAL     $ 3,848.00 
The second collection this weekend is for the Parish. 
 

In your prayers, you are asked to pray for all the sick of 
the parish and those who care for them especially, 
Ashley Brown, Christopher Browne, Megan Duffy, 
Daniel Evans, Jodie Forte, Theodora Garrett, Gianna 
Johnson, Jane Latta, Edward Lawnton, Lisa Long, 
Eleanor Maisch, Maeve Mahon, Erin McFarlane, Jerry 
McGough, Megan McHugh, Betty Obert, Anthony Pelle, 
Marie Prince, Daniel Seddon, Bill and Theresa Sherwin, 
Mason Simmons, Ava Snick, David Sparacino, Frances 
Sprenkle, Joseph Syrnick, Steve Thummel, Mary Lou 
Tucker, Roy (Toysie) Turvey, Jr., and Elaine Wallace, 
Bob Woerner. 

LCPL. Shane Canavan, Sgt. Shane Carlson, Sgt. Tyler 
Manigly, Sgt. Morgan Manigly-Haney, Cpl. Dominic 
Remolde, Captain Zach Schwatka, Col. Scott Shore, and 
Cpl. Christopher Starrett, PFC Christopher Whittle. 

Please pray for the happy repose of all the faithful 
departed. 



SATURDAY, MAY 24th  
4:00pm  

Mary Alice Missimer – Harry Mullen 
Kathy Duffy 

 SUNDAY, MAY 25th        
        9:00am 

Jim Brody – Lolita Bennett  

11:00am  
Jim Brody 

      SATURDAY, MAY 24th    

4:00pm  

Mary Alice Missimer    

              SUNDAY, MAY 25th 

           9:00am 
Jim Brody   
 11:00am 

Jeanine Censi-Lamont 

SATURDAY, MAY 24th    
4:00pm

           Sister Mary Jo Larkin 

 SUNDAY, MAY 25th     

9:00am 

    Audrey Williams 

11:00am 
            Dorothea Richardson  

50/50 RAFFLE 
Please remember the drawing is the last 
Saturday of the month.  Envelopes should be in 
before then.  Don’t forget to put your April 50/50 
Raffle envelope in the church basket.  

On June 11th, Deacon/Dr. Jim Browne, Chair of the 
Archdiocesan Deacon Bioethics Committee will be 
conducting a presentation on Bioethics, End of Life 
Issues in Holy Family Church from 6:30-8:30 PM.  
During this Presentation, Deacon Jim will be applying 
the moral and ethical teachings of the Catholic tradition 
to end of life issues, covering topics such as suffering 
and death from a Catholic perspective; bioethical tools; 
euthanasia; physician-assisted suicide; assisted 
nutrition/hydration; oxygen/use of ventilators; and other 
contemporary bioethical topics. Please plan to attend to 
learn more about these relevant theological issues.  
Please look for sign-up sheet in the back of the church. 

SISTER MARY JO LARKIN 

We were informed that Sister Mary Jo Larkin has 
celebrated her 85th Birthday on Sunday, May 18th. 
We have been given her address and asked to 
share with all the parishioners if they would like to 
send her a card and wish her well. 

We know it is past her birthday but time constraints 
with the bulletin printing company compelled us to 
post in the bulletin a week later.  

Her address is: 
Sr. Mary Jo Larkin 

Mount St. Joseph's Convent 
9701 Germantown Avenue 

Philadelphia, PA 19118  



WELCOME TO OUR NEWEST MEMBERS: 

Mary Cecelia O’Shaughnessy 

Eamon Murtha 

Maeve Hanna 

Maire Hanna 

Father Mike Schmitz, a priest of the Diocese of Duluth, 
Minn., and host of the Bible in a Year podcast, speaks 
during the July 18, 2024, second revival night of the 
National Eucharistic Congress at Lucas Oil Stadium in 
Indianapolis. (OSV News photo/Bob Roller) 

(OSV News) — As the cardinals prepare to enter into the 
Sistine Chapel to vote on the next supreme pontiff May 7, 
faithful across the world are watching in anticipation. 
Host of the “Bible in a Year” and “Catechism in a Year” 
podcasts and a frequent presenter for Ascension, Father Mike 
Schmitz has been leading a novena praying for the cardinals 
and the upcoming conclave, which over a million people have 
viewed. 
A time for prayer 
In an interview with OSV News, Father Schmitz said the most 
important thing for the laity to do during this time is to pray. 
“First and foremost, we should be praying — fervently,” 
Father Schmitz said. “A conclave isn’t just an election; it’s a 
spiritual event. The Holy Spirit is active, and we’re called to 
be spiritually present through our intercession.” 
Praying the novena has presented the opportunity for 
thousands of Catholics to come together during this historic 
time as one church in preparation for the conclave, and prayer 
allows the laity to participate in this historic moment.  
“We are one body. The men entering the conclave aren’t just 
making a strategic decision — they’re listening for the voice 
of the Holy Spirit,” Father Schmitz said. “Our prayers help 

dispose their hearts to that voice. We often forget how much 
weight is on them: they’re carrying the responsibility to 
discern God’s will for the whole church. When the laity pray, 
we’re not passive bystanders — we’re participants in this 
sacred moment. Our prayer helps prepare the soil for what 
God wants to plant.” This conclave, he also shared, offers a 
twofold opportunity to reflect on the previous pontificate and 
to learn more about the life and history of the Catholic 
Church.  
In recent weeks, Father Schmitz has reflected on the impact 
that Pope Francis’ pontificate had on his priesthood, 
specifically the time the late pope washed the feet of inmates 
on Holy Thursday That moment wasn’t just powerful — it 
was deeply Christlike,” Father Schmitz said. “It reminded me 
of the heart of priesthood: to serve in humility, not to be 
served. His constant emphasis on mercy, encounter, and going 
to the peripheries has challenged me to not remain in comfort 
zones but to go where the Gospel is most needed. His call to 
be a ‘field hospital’ for souls has shaped the way I try to serve 
as a priest — meeting people where they are, with love and 
truth.”   

Educating about the church 
With the abundance of news outlets and media attention 
focusing on the conclave, these days provide a unique 
opportunity for the laity to learn about new aspects of the 
church.   
“It’s a great time to learn more about how the church works — 
how the Holy Spirit has guided the church through 2,000 
years, even through difficult or confusing times,” Father 
Schmitz said. “Read about the role of the pope, the history of 
the conclave and what it means for the church. But above all, 
be at peace. Jesus is still Lord. He promised that the gates of 
hell would not prevail against his church — and he meant it.” 
As the conclave begins, many commentators speaking to 
media outlets have attempted to cast the conclave in political 
terms, highlighting various tensions within the church. Father 
Schmitz warned that Catholics should be wary of this 
narrative, opting instead to root oneself in Jesus Christ. 
“We should never be naïve about tensions — they’re real. But 
we should also never forget who the church is: the bride of 
Christ,” Father Schmitz said. “She is more than a set of 
ideologies or factions. The church is where sinners are saved, 
saints are formed, and the truth is proclaimed. We navigate 
tensions by rooting ourselves not in opinion, but in Christ.”  
Amongst all the noise and commentaries surrounding the 
conclave, Father Schmitz urged Catholics to look past the 
tensions and disagreements between different factions and 
instead keep charity and unity at the forefront of one’s mind.  
“Don’t let the noise define your faith — let Jesus do that,” 
Father Schmitz said. “Unity doesn’t mean uniformity; it means 
charity. So even in disagreement, we choose to love, to forgive 
and to stay close to the heart of the church.” 

Jack Figge writes for OSV News from Kansas. 



PROCEDURE FOR INVESTIGATING A CHURCH DECLARATION OF NULLITY 

Anyone who had a marriage that ended in divorce can petition the Tribunal for a Declaration of 
Nullity.  The Tribunal is looking to see if something was lacking in the intentions of the parties 
in regards to children, fidelity and permanence, and/or in their understanding of marriage, 
and/or in their ability to enter into and fulfill a marriage. 

1. To begin, go to the website of the Archdiocese www.archphila.org and download the
forms.  On the top right of the webpage, under the heading, “How do I”, click on the tab
“Start the Annulment Process”.  Follow the instructions, fill out the form on your
computer, print out the form, obtain the proper documents and send everything to
the Tribunal.  When your application is received you will be contacted to begin your
case with formal testimony.

2. Once your formal testimony has been taken, your former spouse will be cited by the
Tribunal.  Your   former spouse will be notified of the grounds and reasons for the
Petition.  If you do not have an address for your former spouse, you need to provide the
Tribunal with an explanation as to why that is so and what steps you took to locate your
former spouse.

3. If your former spouse participates in the case, is in favor of a Declaration of Nullity, and
agrees with the grounds and the reason for the Petition and if their testimony is similar to
your testimony, then it is possible that the case may b heard in a process called the “Brief
Process”, or the “Bishop’s Process” given by Pope Francis.

4. In cases where the former spouse is opposed to a Declaration of Nullity, where the former
spouse does not respond to the Tribunal, or is unable to be located, and even cases from
#3, these cases continue on in the normal process for a Declaration of Nullity.  Pope
Francis facilitated local diocese, no matter where the marriage took place (even if in a
foreign county) or no matter where their former spouse lives (even in a foreign country).
Also, if the Tribunal arrives at granting a Declaration of Nullity and if the other person is
not opposed to it and does not appeal it, then the Declaration becomes immediately
effective, without need for anything further.  The normal process takes about 6-8 months.

Archbishop Charles Chaput, in accord with the wishes of Pope Francis, has decreed that the 
Archdiocese will absorb the $800 cost of the process.  Petitioners are asked to contribute 
something out of charity according to their means after the completion of the process. 
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O U R  S P O N S O R S  &  O U R  C O M M U N I T Y
Sponsors can off er 

promotions, discounts 
and/or up-to-date contact 

information to the 
ENTIRE community

ANYONE in the community, 
not only Parishioners, can 

access realtime off ers 
from their favorite sponsors

 to save, share & support
TM

ST. MARGARET SCHOOL
NARBERTH

Preschool 3 yrs.-8th Grade

https://smsnarberth.org

VISIT THE 
MOUNT

Learn more at 
MSJACAD.ORG

Apply Now or 
Schedule a Visit!

Get your ducks in a row.
We’ll guide you through the steps of preparing 
your fi nal wishes, options for placement of your 
remains, funeral personalization, and addressing 
the fi nancial options of fi nal expenses.

Join Us...
for our Pre-Planning Seminars

.

PHILADELPHIA •• BUCKS •• MONTCO •• DELAWARE •• CHESTER

Call Us For More Info About 
Upcoming Dates & Locations!

844-451-9614
www.PhiladelphiaCatholicCemeteries.com

United Together In The Fight Against Bullying...United Together In The Fight Against Bullying...

Don’t Just Teach Kindness... BE KINDNESS!Don’t Just Teach Kindness... BE KINDNESS!

www.MallorysArmy.com
(973) 440-8657 | info@mallorysarmy.org

It’s easy to join our mailing list!
Just send your email address by text message:

Text MALLORYSARMY to 22828 to get started.
Message and data rates may apply.

MEDICAID PATIENTS 
& CAREGIVERS

100% Covered by Medicaid.
Choose Family or Friends as your paid caregiver.
Caregivers, Get PAID, Instantly!
Call Now!

814.388.0301
FREEDOMCARE.COM


OVER 7,000

5 STAR REVIEWS

BEFORE YOU GET
IN A RIDE SHARE

RIDESHARING 
SAFETY TIPS

in remembrance of
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stop

ask

match

inform
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