
 

 

The Church of The Holy Family 
234 Hermitage Street  Philadelphia, PA 19127 
Rectory Phone: 215-482-0450 Rectory Fax: 215-482-7531 

 

 

OUR PARISH CLERGY 

Fr. Timothy 
O’Sullivan 

Parochial Administrator 
 

Dcn. James Browne 
Parish Deacon 

 

Fr. Michael Shea, C.M. 
Sunday Assistant 

 

Fr. Francis McKee 
Msgr. Patrick Sweeney 

Pastors Emeriti 

 

The Celebration of Mass 
Sunday Masses: 

Saturday at 4:00pm. 
Sunday at  

9:00am & 11:00am. 
 

Daily Mass: 
Monday through Friday 

at 8:00am 
 

Our Holyday Mass Schedule 
Our Next Holyday Is 

The Assumption of Mary Into Heaven 
August 15th  

Masses for the Holyday will be celebrated: 
Thursday evening, August 14th at 4:00pm 
Friday, August 15th at 9:00am & 5:00pm 

 

The Sacrament of Confession 
Saturday afternoons: 3:00pm – 3:45pm. 

Wednesday morning, 
Immediately following the 8:00am Mass.  

By appointment at the rectory at any time. 

The Sacrament of Baptism 
God has blessed your family with the birth of your 
child. The Sacrament of Baptism blesses our Church 
family with a new member! The Sacrament of Baptism 
is scheduled at the convenience of the Parish and 
parents. Before a Baptism date can be set, parents 
should attend our Baptismal Preparation Class and 
present letters of eligibility for their recommended 
Godparents at the Rectory. Parents are asked not to 
make any celebratory arrangements until a Baptism 
date is confirmed by our Rectory staff. 

 

The Sacrament of The Sick 
Please speak to Fr. O’Sullivan if you or a family member 
wishes to receive Anointing of the Sick. It is always 
appropriate to receive this Sacrament before surgery, 
during a serious illness or in the final stages of life. The 
Sacrament can be celebrated in Church after any Mass, 
in your home or wherever the sick person is confined. 

 
The Sacrament of Marriage 

Couples are asked to call the Rectory to speak with Fr. 
O’Sullivan to meet and to set a date. Couples should not 
make any celebratory arrangements until after they have 
met with Father. Attendance at a Catholic Marriage 
Preparation is required. Archdiocesan policy requires (at 
least) a six month period between setting the date and 
the wedding. 

 
Our Rectory Office Hours 
Monday through Thursday: 

9:00am to 3:00pm. 
The Office is closed 

Friday, Saturday and Sunday. 
 



 Holy Family Parish 
Here, We Are Called To Be Holy! Here, We Are Family!

 

This Week’s Mass Intentions 
 

19th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
AUGUST 9 – 10, 2025 

 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 9   

4:00 pm   EILEEN MULLEN 

                 Requested by Mary Ann Palmer  
 

 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 10  
 

9:00am     OUR PRAISHIONERS         
                                   

11:00am   ELEANOR KAMINSKI 

                  Requested by the Koenig Family 
 

 

MONDAY, AUGUST 11 
Feast of St. Clare         
8:00am     VIOLET O’SHEA 

                 Requested by the Torna Family   
                                                    

 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 12 

Feast of St. Jane Frances de Chantel  
8:00am     ANNA MARIE GOLDEN 

     Requested by Mary Clare Ramuno 
 

 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 13 

Feast of SS. Pontian, Pope and Hippolytus 
 8:00am   MICHAEL RAMUNO 

                Requested by Mary Clare Ramuno 
 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 14 

Feast of St. Maximilian Koble 
8:00am    JOHN DELANEY, SR. 

     Requested by John and Beth Delaney 
 

FRIDAY, AUGUST 15  

The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

SEE PINK BOX ON PAGE 3 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Next Sunday’s Mass Intentions 

and Ministry Appointments  
                                    \ 

120th SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME 
AUGUST  16 - 17, 2025 

 
SATURDAY, AUGUST  16   

4:00pm              TOMMY SMITH-15th Anniversary 

                            Requested his mother 
 

Extraordinary Minister:  Mary Alice Missimer 

Lector:               Kathy Duffy 

Altar Servers:    Mary Alice Missimer 

                           Harry Mullen 

                           Linda Guertin 

 

Music Ministry: Rebecca Shimer 
 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 17  

9:00am      MARIE GORSS 

                          Requested by Mary Anne Palmer 
 

Extraordinary Minister:  Mary Reed 

Lector:               Mary Reed 

Altar Servers:    Jim Brody 

                           Lolita Bennett 

Music Ministry: Rebecca Shimer 
 

11:00am             OUR PARISHIONERS 
 

Extraordinary Minister: Jeanine-Censi-Lamont 

Lector:                 John Delaney  

Altar Servers:      Jim Brody 

Music Ministry:  Rebecca Shimer 
 

* All ministers are subject to change without notice. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
\\ 

Our Parish Staff 
Holly Scally 

Rectory Office Manager 
E-mail: HScally@holyfamilychurch.org 

 

Mary Beth Syrnick 
Administrative Assistant 

 

Joseph O’Brien 
Director of Liturgical Music 

 

Mary Alice Missimer 
Parish Bulletin Editor 

E-mail: maryalice08@comcast.net 
 

Our Rectory Office Hours 
Monday through Thursday 

8:30am to 3:00pm 
The Rectory Office is closed on 
Friday, Saturday and Sunday, 

except for scheduled appointments. 
In an urgent matter, please leave a 

message with the answering service and 
your call will be returned as soon as 

possible. 

mailto:maryalice08@comcast.net


Let us join together in prayer with His Holiness, 

Pope Leo and his Monthly Intention:

 

Let us pray that we might again 

learn how to discern, to know how to 

choose paths of life and reject 

everything that leads us away from 

Christ and the gospel. 

 

 

Upcoming Second Collections 

In your kindness, please remember to 

support our upcoming Second collections: 
A collection to benefit 

 

Black and Indian Missions 
September 13-14th 

 

Mission Sunday 

October 18-19th  

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

Please remember in your prayers our brave family 

members and friends who are serving to protect 

our nation in the Armed Services:  

Sgt. Morgan Manigly-Haney (daughter of Marge 

Manigly); Ryan Keegan (nephew of Father 

O’Sullivan); Jack Lipchock (friend of Holly Scally) 

Sgt. Tyler Manigly (grandson of Marge Manigly); 

Thomas Seigharter; Matthew Stiener (Nephew of 

Father O’Sullivan) and LCpl Christopher Whittle.  

 

When your family member or friend has completed 

their tour of duty, please call the rectory so they can 

be removed from our active military prayer list. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please remember in your 
prayers our family and friends who are ill and suffering: 

Mary Richart    Mary Lou Tucker 

Joseph Syrnick   Theresa Mitros 
 

We are happy to keep your loved ones on our Parish prayer list for five weeks.  If they would 

benefit from remaining on our prayer list after this period of time, please call the rectory 

and we will happily keep them on our prayer list. 

 

 
 
 

The Rectory Office  
will be closed on  

September 1st  
in observance of  

Labor Day. 
 

Welcome! 
We welcome all those who join us for our 
worship, and especially those who are new to 
our Parish! New parishioners are asked to 
register in our Parish. Being a registered, active 
parishioner enables you to participate more in 
the life of our Parish. You are welcome to stop by 
the rectory during office hours to register your 
family. If this is not convenient, please call the 
rectory for more information. 

  



 
This Week In History 

August 10, 1904: Angelo Roncalli was ordained a priest in the city of Bergamo, northern Italy. He 
would serve the Church as a priest, bishop, Vatican diplomat, Cardinal, and eventually be elected as 
Pope John XXIII in 1958. He died in June 1963 and was canonized by Pope Francis in 2014. 
August 11, 1929: New York Yankee -and baseball legend- Babe Ruth became the first Major League 
Baseball player to hit 500 home runs in a game against the Cleveland Indians. The Yankees elation 

was short-lived, as they lost the game to the Indians, 6-5. 
August 12, 1484: Pope Sixtus IV died in Rome. During his final years as pope he commissioned the 
building of a chapel for the personal use of the pope. The chapel would not be finished until 1512 – 
eight years after his dead. The chapel was named after the pope: The Sistine Chapel; now regarded 
as one of the most famous chapels in the world. 
August 13, 1889: William Gray of Hartford, Connecticut patented his coin-operated telephone. His 
invention would revolutionize the convenience of communication in our growing nation. (For those 
readers under the age of twenty, a long, long time ago, telephones had to be mounted in a stationary 
position and the caller needed a dime to make a three minute phone call. It’s not a legend; its true! Ask 
your grandmother.) 
August 14, 1890:  Fr. Michael McGivney died of pneumonia in Connecticut at the age of 38. McGivney 
founded the Knights of Columbus, a Catholic philanthropic organization that exercises many acts of 
charity in the name of the Church. Today there are over two million Knights, involved in over 14,000 
Councils around the world. On March 15, 2008, his cause for canonization was officially opened.  
August 15,1939: “The Wizard of Oz” made its opening premiere at Grauman’s Chinese Theater in 
Hollywood, California. The timeless, classic movie about a troubled, run-away girl who employs the 
help of three strangers to murder an elderly woman and seize her personal property, has entertained 
countless people -young and old, alike- over the years. 
August 16, 1888:  American pharmacist, John Pemberton died in Atlanta, George. The Confederate 
Army veteran suffered a serious wound in battle in April 1865. In an effort to help relieve his pain, 
he experiments with various painkillers and toxins. His eventual mixture of alcohol and cocaine led 
to the recipe of Coca-Cola. (The name Coca-Cola is a reference to one of the main ingredients: cocaine. 
However, this ingredient was eliminated before it was sold as a soft drink.) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
 

 
 

 

A JUBILEE YEAR PILGRIMAGE TO 

ITALY 
    Father O’Sullivan is hosting a Pilgrimage trip to 

Italy; a trip he planned and announced while he was 

stationed at Saint Ephrem Parish in Bensalem. 

    There are still seats available for this extraordinary 

journey of faith, and Father would like to open the trip 

up to Holy Family parishioners. 

      There are informational brochures at the rectory 

office. You are welcome to stop by, or call the rectory 

and Holly will be happy to mail one out to you. Father 

will also host an ‘Information / non-committal’ 

meeting in our rectory on Tuesday, August 5th at 

7:00pm. The meeting will discuss the trip in detail and 

answer any questions. If you are interested in attending 

this meeting, please call the rectory and let Holly know 

so that enough agenda sheets can be prepared. 

We do not make history; we are made by history. 
 

 
This Friday is the Solemnity of 

The Assumption of Mary Into Heaven 
 

Our Masses will be celebrated on Thursday evening at 
4:00pm and Friday at 9:00am and 5:00pm. 

 

After each Mass, (weather permitting) all will be invited 
to join in procession to our Lady’s Grotto for a special 
crowning of Mary, Assumed into Heaven as Queen. 



 
 
Dear Friends of The Holy Family, 
 
This Friday, August 15th, we join with Catholics around the world to commemorate The Assumption of The Blessed 
Virgin Mary into Heaven. It is a Holyday of obligation for all Catholics. 
 

The feast of the Assumption of Mary is actually the oldest feast in the Church honoring the Mother of God; the early 
Church, dating back to the days of the Apostles, held the belief that, after Mary’s life on earth was complete, she was 
taken into heaven, body and soul, through a particular privilege of her Son. While it remained a common understanding 
amongst Christians through the first nineteen centuries of Christianity, it was not until 1950 that Pope Pius XII declared 
the Assumption of Mary a dogma of our faith – a belief to be embraced by all Catholics.  
 

On November 1, 1950, Pope Pius XII promulgated, “The Immaculate Mother of God, the ever-virgin Mary, having completed the course 
of her earthly life, was assumed body and soul into heaven.” With his papal decree, an ancient belief became Catholic doctrine. 
It is interesting to note that the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary into Heaven is not explicitly recorded in Sacred 
Scriptures. However, there is significant and historical data that helps us to understand why the early Church embraced 
this belief, and why Pope Pius XII ultimately defined it as a dogma of our faith. 
 

Beginning with the earliest days of Christianity, the earthly remains of Christians were always treated with great 
reverence and the greatest respect. The tombs of the Apostles and the burial places of many of the early Christian Martyrs 
oftentimes became pilgrimage sites where the Church would gather in prayer. Some of these tombs have become several 
of the most hallowed places in Christendom. 
 

However, at no time in Christianity has there ever been a place revered as the ‘tomb’ or ‘grave’ of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
If the early Christians made the places where the Apostles and early Martyrs were buried into pilgrimage sites, would not 
the early Christians have most certainly afforded the same honor to the Mother of God, if there was, in fact, a place where 
her earthly remains rested? 
 

Additionally, from the earliest days of Christianity, the relics (or remains) of saints -especially the Apostles and early 
Martyrs- were housed in Churches for the faithful to venerate. There is absolutely no relic of Our Lady’s body in 
existence; nor has any person or city ever claimed possession of such a relic. If the early Christians honored the relics of 
Apostles and Martyrs, it only makes sense that they would have offered the same veneration to the bodily remains of the 
Mother of God, if, in fact, her remains were to be found anywhere on earth. 
 

It is interesting to note that in different periods of history various cities -and even countries- have actually waged war 
against each other to safeguard, or to take possession of, holy relics. If at any time in the history of the Church a city or 
country would have claimed to possess the earthly remains of the Blessed Virgin Mary, it would have been widespread 
knowledge that would have survived time. While there are some places that, according to tradition, possess lesser relics 
of the Blessed Mother (for example, the Cathedral in Chartres, France houses the veil of the Blessed Mother and in Loretto, Italy you can 
visit the home of The Holy Family), no place has ever claimed to possess the body of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
 

In the Book of Genesis, we are reminded that physical death is a punishment for our sins. In Mary, however, there was 
not the slightest stain of sin. By her Immaculate Conception and the fullness of grace bestowed upon her by Almighty 
God, Mary was entitled to immunity from corruption in her body; the corruption of sin which we bear in our flesh did 
not exist in Mary.  
 

In the early Church, this feast commemorating Mary’s Assumption into Heaven was simply called “The Memory of 
Mary”. By the middle of the fifth century the feast was called “The Commemoration of the Mother of God” and was 
celebrated on August 15th in a shrine located near the ancient city of Jerusalem. Near the end of the sixth century this 
feast was called the “Dormition of Our Lady” to commemorate especially the end of Mary’s earthly journey. In the 
beginning of the eighth century Pope Sergius introduced the feast into Rome and from Rome it spread rapidly throughout 
Western Europe. It was Pope Hadrian who, at the end of the eighth century, gave it the name of the “Assumption of St. 
Mary”, and over time it became more commonly known as “The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary”. 
It seems only appropriate that we gather as people of faith to commemorate Mary’s Assumption into Heaven; because by 
doing so, we join with our Lord in continually honoring her, whose body was chosen to be the vessel through which God 
became Incarnate, bringing salvation to our fallen human nature. 
By God’s grace, we are all members of The Holy Family, united in faith with Jesus, Mary and Joseph! 
                                                                                                                                        Fr. O’Sullivan 
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ST. MARGARET SCHOOL
NARBERTH

Preschool 3 yrs.-8th Grade
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