
 

 

The Church of The Holy Family 
234 Hermitage Street  Philadelphia, PA 19127 
Rectory Phone: 215-482-0450 Rectory Fax: 215-482-7531 

 

 

OUR PARISH CLERGY 

Fr. Timothy 
O’Sullivan 

Parochial Administrator 
 

Dcn. James Browne 
Parish Deacon 

 

Fr. Michael Shea, C.M. 
Sunday Assistant 

 

Fr. Francis McKee 
Msgr. Patrick Sweeney 

Pastors Emeriti 

 

The Celebration of Mass 
Sunday Masses: 

Saturday at 4:00pm. 
Sunday at  

9:00am & 11:00am. 
 

Daily Mass: 
Monday through Friday 

at 8:00am 
 

Our Holyday Mass Schedule 
Our next Holyday is 

All Saint’s Day 
November 1st  

Masses for the Holyday will be celebrated: 
Friday evening, October 31st at 4:00pm 

Saturday morning, November 1st at 9:00am 
(The Saturday evening Mass will commemorate 

All Soul’s Day.) 

 
The Sacrament of Confession 
Saturday afternoons: 3:00pm – 3:45pm. 

Wednesday morning, 
Immediately following the 8:00am Mass.  

By appointment at the rectory at any time. 

The Sacrament of Baptism 
God has blessed your family with the birth of your 
child. The Sacrament of Baptism blesses our Church 
family with a new member! The Sacrament of 
Baptism is scheduled at the convenience of the Parish 
and parents. Before a Baptism date can be set, parents 
should attend our Baptismal Preparation Class and 
present letters of eligibility for their recommended 
Godparents at the Rectory. Parents are asked not to 
make any celebratory arrangements until a Baptism 
date is confirmed by our Rectory staff. 

 

The Sacrament of The Sick 
Please speak to Fr. O’Sullivan if you or a family member 
wishes to receive Anointing of the Sick. It is always 
appropriate to receive this Sacrament before surgery, 
during a serious illness or in the final stages of life. The 
Sacrament can be celebrated in Church after any Mass, 
in your home or wherever the sick person is confined. 

 
The Sacrament of Marriage 

Couples are asked to call the Rectory to speak with Fr. 
O’Sullivan to meet and to set a date. Couples should not 
make any celebratory arrangements until after they have 
met with Father. Attendance at a Catholic Marriage 
Preparation is required. Archdiocesan policy requires (at 
least) a six month period between setting the date and 
the wedding. 

 

The Miraculous Medal Novena 
All are welcome to join us in praying the Miraculous 

Medal novena immediately following the 8:00am each 
Friday morning. 

 



 Holy Family Parish 
Here, We Are Called To Be Holy! Here, We Are Family!

 

This Week’s Mass Intentions 
 

20th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
AUGUST 16 – 17, 2025 

 

SATURDAY, AUGUST  16   

4:00pm     TOMMY SMITH-15th Anniversary 

                  Requested his mother 
 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 17  
 

9:00am      MARIE GROSS 

                  Requested by Mary Anne Palmer              

11:00am   FOR THE MEMBERS OF HOLY 

     HOLY FAMILY PARISH 

     Requested by Father O’Sullivan 
 

MONDAY, AUGUST 18  
Monday in Ordinary time                                                            
8:00am     PAUL and ELEANOR HALLINGER 
                 Requested by daughter   

TUESDAY, AUGUST 19 

Feast of St. John Eudes  
8:00am     ADALINE O’HARRA 

     As stipulated by the O’Harra Estate 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 20 

Feast of St. Bernard 
 8:00am    EDDY FRANKS 

                 Requested by Pam Myers 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 21 

Feast of St. Pius X 
8:00am    TERESA CULLEN     

FRIDAY, AUGUST 22 

The Queenship of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

8:00am      SPECIAL INTENTION 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next Sunday’s Mass Intentions 

and Ministry Appointments  
                                    \ 

21st SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME 
AUGUST  23- 24, 2025 

 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 23   

4:00pm              ANNIE SWALLA 

                           Requested by her family and children 
 

Extraordinary Minister:  Debbie O’Donnell 

Lector:               Sister Mary Jo Larkin 

Altar Servers:    Mary Alice Missimer 

                           Harry Mullen 

                           Kathy Duffy 
 

Music Ministry: Jackie Dunleavey 
 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 24  

9:00am      FOR MEMBERS OF HOLY  

  FAMILY PARISH 

  Requested by Father O’Sullivan 
                           

Extraordinary Minister:  Jamie Torna 

Lector:               Audrey Williams 

Altar Servers:    Jim Brody 

                           Lolita Bennett 
 

Music Ministry: Jackie Dunleavey 
 

11:00am            DECEASED SISTERS OF ST.                    

   JOSEPH  

                            Requested by Sister Mary Jo Larkin  
 

Extraordinary Minister: Tom Payne 

Lector:                 Dorothea Richardson  

Altar Servers:      Jim Brody 
 

Music Ministry:  Jackie Dunleavey  
 

* All ministers are subject to change without notice. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
\\ 

Our Parish Staff 
Holly Scally 

Rectory Office Manager 
E-mail: HScally@holyfamilychurch.org 

 

Mary Beth Syrnick 
Administrative Assistant 

 

Joseph O’Brien 
Director of Liturgical Music 

 

Mary Alice Missimer 
Parish Bulletin Editor 

E-mail: maryalice08@comcast.net 
 

Our Rectory Office Hours 
Monday through Thursday 

8:30am to 3:00pm 
The Rectory Office is closed on 
Friday, Saturday and Sunday, 

except for scheduled appointments. 
In an urgent matter, please leave a 

message with the answering service and 
your call will be returned as soon as 

possible. 

mailto:maryalice08@comcast.net


Let us join together in prayer with His Holiness, 

Pope Leo and his Monthly Intention:

 

 

Let us pray that societies where 

coexistence seems more difficult 

might not succumb to the temptation 

of confrontation for ethnic, political, 

religious, or ideological reasons. 

 

Our Upcoming Second Collections 

In your kindness, please remember to 

support our upcoming Second collections: 
A collection to benefit 

 

Black and Indian Missions 

September 13-14th 
 

Mission Sunday 
October 18-19th  

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

Please remember in your prayers our brave family 

members and friends who are serving to protect 

our nation in the Armed Services:  

Sgt. Morgan Manigly-Haney (daughter-in-law of 

Marge Manigly); Ryan Keegan (nephew of Father 

O’Sullivan); Jack Lipchock (friend of Holly Scally) 

Sgt. Tyler Manigly (grandson of Marge Manigly); 

Thomas Seigharter; Matthew Stiener (Nephew of 

Father O’Sullivan) and LCpl Christopher Whittle.  

 

When your family member or friend has completed 

their tour of duty, please call the rectory so they can 

be removed from our active military prayer list. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please remember in your 
prayers our family and friends who are ill and suffering: 

Mary Richart    Mary Lou Tucker 

Joseph Syrnick   Theresa Mitros 
 

We are happy to keep your loved ones on our Parish prayer list for five weeks.  If they would 

benefit from remaining on our prayer list after this period of time, please call the rectory 

and we will happily keep them on our prayer list. 

 

 
 

The Rectory Office  
will be closed on  

September 1st  
in observance of  

Labor Day. 
 

Welcome! 
We welcome all those who join us for our 
worship, and especially those who are new to 
our Parish! New parishioners are asked to 
register in our Parish. Being a registered, active 
parishioner enables you to participate more in 
the life of our Parish. You are welcome to stop by 
the rectory during office hours to register your 
family. If this is not convenient, please call the 
rectory for more information. 

  



 
This Week In History 

August 17, 1957: While attending a home Philadelphia Phillie’s game, Alice Roth was hit by 
a foul ball, breaking her nose. As she was being treated at her seat for the injury, another 
foul ball hit her and broke her leg! This incredible incident is unique in baseball history. (It 
was a much better day for the Phillies, as they defeated the San Francisco Giants, 3-1!) 
August 18, 1977: Elvis Presley is laid to rest at the age of 42. The floral inventory of the 

greater Memphis area was completely wiped out after 3,100 funeral arrangements were 
ordered for his funeral. 
August 19, 1849: The New York Herald published a report of gold being found in the most 

western part of the country. The news quickly spread and triggered the 1849 California ‘Gold 
Rush’. 

August 20, 1914: Pope Pius X died at The Apostolic Palace in Vatican City. During his eleven 
years as Roman Pontiff, Pius fought vigorously against modernist interpretation of Catholic 
doctrine, which weakens, through subjective means, the essential objective truths of our 

Catholic faith. He was born in the region of present-day Venice; his home town was renamed 
‘Rieze Pio X’, after its most famous son.  He was canonized a saint by Pope Pius XII in 1954. 

August 21, 1879:  Our Lady appears to several townspeople in the small town of Knock, 
County Mayo, Ireland. (My bulletin column tells more of this extraordinary occasion.) 
August 22, 1968: Pope Paul VI made history as the first Roman Pontiff to visit Latin America. 
He arrived in Bogota, Columbia to open the 39th Eucharistic Congress, with the theme, “The 
Eucharist as The Bond of Love”. The event attracted over two hundred thousand faithful. 

August 23, 1960: Oscar Hammerstein, of the famous ‘Rodgers & Hammerstein’ duo died at 
the age of 65 in Doylestown, Pennsylvania. Hammerstein was responsible for co-writing the 
scores to classic American musicals, such as “Oklahoma!”, “South Pacific” and “The Sound 

of Music”. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

We do not make history; we are made by history. 
 

Catholic Trivia! 

WHO IS THE BISHOP OF THE MOON? 
Canon   law   states   that, when   an   expedition 
discovers ‘new lands’, the new land is placed 
under the jurisdiction of the bishop from where 
the expedition began. The space craft that took 
Neil Armstrong (the first man to step foot on the 
‘new land’ of the moon) to the moon left from 
Cape Canaveral, Florida. Cape Canaveral is 
located in the Diocese of Orlando; so, Bishop 
John Noonan  of Orlando is bishop of the moon. 

 

 



 

 

 
Dear Friends of The Holy Family,  

On my recent trip to Ireland this past June, our group was able to visit the Shrine Of Our Lady of Knock. The 
Shrine commemorates the apparition of our Lady at the end of the nineteenth century; it is the principle Marian Shrine 
in all of Ireland.   

On the evening of Thursday, August 21, 1879, Mary McLoughlin (the rectory housekeeper) left the rectory and 
quickly made her way through a heavy rain to the home of a friend. After a short visit with her friend, Mary headed 
back home accompanied by her friend, Mary Byrne, who offered to walk her home in the inclement weather. As they 
approached the Church, both women were stunned to see before them an amazing vision of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
with Saints Joseph and John the Evangelist beside her, situated near the back wall of the Church.  

The figures hovered about two feet above the ground, suspended in mid-air, seemingly supported by nothing. 
The Blessed Virgin Mary stood, wearing a large white cloak, with a golden crown on her head. 

Mary Byrne ran to tell her family, while Mary McLoughlin remained, mesmerized by the extraordinary scene 
before her. A crowd of townspeople quickly began to gather, and all who came to the Church yard were privileged to 
see the holy images before them. 

Bridget Trench, one of the oldest villagers to witness the apparition, walked toward the figures in an attempt 
to embrace the feet of the Blessed Mother, but she could not physically embrace the figure, as the image was not a 
physical presence. Other townspeople, situated in the fields a distance from the Church, witnessed a strange light 
emanating from the Church in the distance. Curiously enough, although it had been raining heavily all night long, the 
wall of the Church where the figures stood near remained completely dry. The three figures never spoke a word and 
after about three and a half hours the images faded as mysteriously as they appeared. 

The next day a group of the villagers went to visit the parish priest, Father Cavanaugh, to report the 
extraordinary circumstances to him. He believed them, however, the diocesan hierarchy were not convinced. The local 
bishop was sure that the vision was actually a stunt by the local Protestant constable meant to ridicule the Catholic 
faith. But the faithful of the region were not convinced of a fraud, and shortly after the vision, pilgrims from all over 
Ireland began arriving at the Parish Church of Knock. 

In 1882, the local bishop had to re-evaluate his thoughts on the apparition of Knock when Bishop John Lynch, 
the Bishop of Toronto (Canada) made a visit to Knock and claimed he had been healed by the Virgin of Knock. 

In the years and decades following the night of August 21, 1879, the townspeople (approximately twenty people of 
all ages) who witnessed the extraordinary event of that night eventually died. Mary Byrne, one of the first to witness 
the vision, was one of the last witnesses to die. In 1936, she was interviewed (again) concerning the circumstances of 
that night. Although fifty-seven years had passed, she recalled the details with extraordinary accuracy. The Holy See 
approved the apparition in 1971; and over the years Knock has become one of the most important pilgrimage sites in 
all of Ireland. 

The silence of the apparition has always been perplexing, since in many other apparitions of our Lady (at 
Lourdes and Fatima amongst many others) our Blessed Mother had always spoken a message. However, the posture of our 
Lady at Knock is probably the message itself. When you look at an image of Our Lady of Knock, she stands with her 
hands open in prayer in front of her chest – exactly the way a priest would have held his hands when celebrating Holy 
Mass in 1879. Many people speculate that the Knock apparition was a heavenly affirmation of the faith of the Irish 
people who, over the previous decades, had remained steadfast in their devotion to their Catholic faith, and especially 
to their devotion to the Holy Mass, despite a decades-long persecution of the Catholic faith in Ireland. 

The Church in Ireland has suffered greatly over the last several years. Both clergy abuse scandals and a 
seemingly abandonment of the faith on the part of many young Irish people, have caused great concern for the Catholic 
Church in Ireland. May we join our prayers with the faithful of Ireland and ask Our Lady of Knock, the Queen of 
Ireland, to plead before her Son to inspire and grace the people of Ireland with devotion to our faith that, in years gone 
by, truly defined the Irish people! 

By God’s grace, we are all members of The Holy Family, united in faith with Jesus, Mary and Joseph! 
                                                                                                                                                                       Fr. O’Sullivan 

 



166 Holy Family, Philadelphia, PA                                                    John Patrick Publishing Company • 1-800-333-3166 • www.jppc.net

For Advertising 
Information Contact
WYATT GROVE

Cell: 610-212-9298
wegrove@jppc.net

FUNERAL HOME
William P. Koller, Jr. , F.D.William P. Koller, Jr. , F.D.

Katherine Koller Franczyk, F.D.Katherine Koller Franczyk, F.D.
6835 Ridge Avenue6835 Ridge Avenue
215-482-5200215-482-5200

“Serving the Area for Over 75 Years”“Serving the Area for Over 75 Years”

O U R  S P O N S O R S  &  O U R  C O M M U N I T Y
Sponsors can off er 

promotions, discounts 
and/or up-to-date contact 

information to the 
ENTIRE community

ANYONE in the community, 
not only Parishioners, can 

access realtime off ers 
from their favorite sponsors

 to save, share & support
TM

ST. MARGARET SCHOOL
NARBERTH

Preschool 3 yrs.-8th Grade

https://smsnarberth.org
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www.MallorysArmy.com
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MEDICAID PATIENTS 
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Caregivers, Get PAID, Instantly!

Call Now!
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