
 

 

The Church of The Holy Family 
234 Hermitage Street  Philadelphia, PA 19127 
Rectory Phone: 215-482-0450 Rectory Fax: 215-482-7531 

 

 

OUR PARISH CLERGY 

Fr. Timothy 
O’Sullivan 

Parochial Administrator 
 

Dcn. James Browne 
Parish Deacon 

 

Fr. Michael Shea, C.M. 
Sunday Assistant 

 

Fr. Francis McKee 
Msgr. Patrick Sweeney 

Pastors Emeriti 

 

The Celebration of Mass 
Sunday Masses: 

Saturday at 4:00pm. 
Sunday at  

9:00am & 11:00am. 
 

Daily Mass: 
Monday through Friday 

at 8:00am 
 

Our Holyday Mass Schedule 
Our next Holyday is 

All Saint’s Day 
November 1st  

Masses for the Holyday will be celebrated: 
Friday evening, October 31st at 4:00pm 

Saturday morning, November 1st at 9:00am 
(The Saturday evening Mass will commemorate 

All Soul’s Day.) 

 
The Sacrament of Confession 
Saturday afternoons: 3:00pm – 3:45pm. 

Wednesday morning, 
Immediately following the 8:00am Mass.  

By appointment at the rectory at any time. 

The Sacrament of Baptism 
God has blessed your family with the birth of your 
child. The Sacrament of Baptism blesses our Church 
family with a new member! The Sacrament of 
Baptism is scheduled at the convenience of the Parish 
and parents. Before a Baptism date can be set, parents 
should attend our Baptismal Preparation Class and 
present letters of eligibility for their recommended 
Godparents at the Rectory. Parents are asked not to 
make any celebratory arrangements until a Baptism 
date is confirmed by our Rectory staff. 

 

The Sacrament of The Sick 
Please speak to Fr. O’Sullivan if you or a family member 
wishes to receive Anointing of the Sick. It is always 
appropriate to receive this Sacrament before surgery, 
during a serious illness or in the final stages of life. The 
Sacrament can be celebrated in Church after any Mass, 
in your home or wherever the sick person is confined. 

 
The Sacrament of Marriage 

Couples are asked to call the Rectory to speak with Fr. 
O’Sullivan to meet and to set a date. Couples should not 
make any celebratory arrangements until after they have 
met with Father. Attendance at a Catholic Marriage 
Preparation is required. Archdiocesan policy requires (at 
least) a six month period between setting the date and 
the wedding. 

 

The Miraculous Medal Novena 
All are welcome to join us in praying the Miraculous 

Medal novena immediately following the 8:00am each 
Friday morning. 

 



Holy Family Parish 
Here, We Are Called To Be Holy! Here, We Are Family!

 

 

This Week’s Mass Intentions 
 

24th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
SEPTEMBER 13-14, 2025 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 13     
 

4:00pm     TINA & REBECCA SUAREZ 

                   Requested by Tom and Floss Payne 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 14 

9:00am      ANNIE SWALLA              

                                                                  Requested by her family                            

11:00am    ALL THE MEMBERS OF HOLY                           

                                                                    FAMILY PARISH 

                                                                 Requested by Father O’Sullivan        

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 15  
Feast of Our Lady of Sorrows                                                          

8:00am      ADELINE O’HARRA                       

                   As stipulated by the O’Harra Estate 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 16 

Feast of St. Cornelius  

8:00am      FRANK WALSH & BRIDGET WALSH  

      (Father and daughter) 

       Requested by Their Family 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 17 

Feast of St. Robert Bellarmine 

 8:00am     THE LIVING & DECEASED MEMBERS 

                   OF THE WINCHESTER, HOFFNER &  

                   JANIEWICZ  FAMILIES       

                   Requested by Cheryl & Diane Haeberlein 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 18 

Thursday in Ordinary Time  

8:00am      ALL THE MEMBERS OF HOLY                           

                                                                    FAMILY PARISH 

                   Requested by Father O’Sullivan 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 19 

Feast of St. Januarius 

8:00am      ANNIE SWALLA              
                    Requested by her children and family 

                            

 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

Next Sunday’s Mass Intentions 

and Ministry Appointments  
                                    \ 

24th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
SEPTEMBER 20-21, 2025 

 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 20   

4:00pm              ANTHONY COLUBRIALE 

                           Requested by Rosemarie Davis and 

              her family 

Extraordinary Minister:  Harry Mullen 

Lector:               Walt Wood 

Altar Servers:    Mary Alice Missimer 

                          Harry Mullen 

                          Kathy Duffy  

Music Ministry: Jackie Dunleavey 

 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 21  

9:00am      ALL THE MEMBERS OF HOLY 

                          FAMILY PARISH 

                            Requested by Father O’Sullivan 

Extraordinary Minister: Mary Reed 

Lector:               Audrey Williams 

Altar Servers:    Jim Brody 

                           Lolita Bennett 

Music Ministry: Adriana Stepien 

 
 

11:00am            THE DECEASED SISTERS OF  

                           THE SISTERS OF SAINT JOSEPH 

                           Requested by Sister Mary Jo Larkin                            

Extraordinary Minister: Tom Payne 

Lector:                Debbie O’Donnell  

Altar Servers:      Jim Brody 

Music Ministry:  Adriana Stepien 

   
 

* All ministers are subject to change without notice. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

\\ 
 

Our Parish Staff 
Holly Scally 

Rectory Office Manager 
E-mail: HScally@holyfamilychurch.org 

 

Mary Beth Syrnick 
Administrative Assistant 

 

Joseph O’Brien 
Director of Liturgical Music 

 

Mary Alice Missimer 
Parish Bulletin Editor 

E-mail: maryalice08@comcast.net 
 

Our Rectory Office Hours 
Monday through Thursday 

8:30am to 3:00pm. 
The Rectory Office is closed on 
Friday, Saturday and Sunday, 

except for scheduled appointments. 
In an urgent matter, please leave a 

message with the answering service and 
your call will be returned as soon as 

possible. 

mailto:maryalice08@comcast.net


Let us join together in prayer with His Holiness, 

Pope Leo, and his Intention for  

the month of September: 

 
Let us pray that, inspired by Saint Francis 

of Assisi, we might experience our 

interdependence with all creatures who 

are loved by God and worthy of love and 

respect. 
 

Our Upcoming Second Collections 
In your kindness, please remember to support our 

upcoming second collections: 
A collection to benefit 

 

                 Mission Sunday 

October 18-19th  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

Please remember in your 
prayers our family and friends who are ill and suffering: 

                   Mary Lou Tucker 

Joseph Syrnick   Theresa Mitros 
 

We are happy to keep your loved ones on our Parish prayer list for five weeks.  If they would benefit from 

remaining on our prayer list after this period of time, please call the rectory and we will happily keep them on 

our prayer list. 

 

 
 

    

 

Please remember in your prayers our brave 

family members and friends who are actively 

serving to protect our nation in the Armed 

Services: 
 

Sgt. Morgan Manigly-Haney (daughter-in-

law of Marge Manigly); Ryan Keegan 

(nephew of Father O’Sullivan); Jack 

Lipchock (friend of Holly Scally) Sgt. Tyler 

Manigly (grandson of Marge Manigly); 

Thomas Seigharter; Matthew Stiener 

(Nephew of Father O’Sullivan) and LCpl. 

Christopher Whittle (grandson of Harry 

Mullen).  
  

 

When your family member or friend has 

completed their tour of duty, please call the 

rectory so they can be removed from our 

active military prayer list. 

 

Congratulations  
and Welcome to  

our Catholic Faith: 
MARAGRET EILEEN MAHON 
Daughter of Kevin & Elizabeth 

who was Baptized 
in our Church on September 7th  

by Msgr. Richard Bolger.  

 
 
 

Eternal Rest  
Grant Unto her O Lord! 

In your kindness, 
please remember in your prayers: 

MARY RICHART 
(A longtime Holy Family Parishioner) 
who passed away on September 3rd. 

May her Souls,  
And The Souls Of  

All The Faithful Departed,  
Through The Mercy Of God Rest In Peace! 



             In Memoriam 
Beginning in October, our Parish will offer 

parishioners the opportunity to memorialize 
their loved one’s memory or commemorate a 

special occasion by donating the candles 
used in our Church for the month. 

Parishioners will be offered the opportunity 
to donate the candles for:  

The Main Altar candles for fifty dollars;  
The Altar of the Tabernacle for fifty dollars; 

and,  
The Altars of Mary and Joseph 

for fifty dollars. 
These memorials will be announced in our 

bulletin on the first Sunday 
of the designated month. 

For more information, 
please speak to Holly in the Rectory. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This Week In History 
 

September 14, 1975: Elizabeth Ann Seton was canonized 
by Pope Paul VI. Seton was born in the British colony of 
present-day New York on August 28, 1774 into a prominent 
Episcopalian family. After her marriage to William Seton, 
she converted to the Catholic faith. After his death, she 
founded the Sisters of Charity Religious Congregation for 
Women (the first women’s congregation founded in the United 
States) in Emmitsburg, Maryland, and embraced the 
mission of educating young children in the Catholic faith. 
Hers’ was the first Catholic school in the United States. 
(Although she is often declared the first American born saint, she was 
actually not born in the United States of America; they did not exist 
until two years after her birth.) 
September 15, 1851: Saint Joseph’s University was founded 
as Saint Joseph’s College by members of the Jesuit order. 
Today it ranks as the sixth largest university in the 
Philadelphia area. 
September 16, 1931: Few people know it, but the iconic 
spire of The Empire State Building in New York City was 
designed to be a dirigible (blimp) mooring station. On this 
date the only dirigible to dock atop the building 
successfully moored. After The Los Angeles dirigible 
struggled to moor, officials quickly realized the mooring 
station atop the building was not going to work, and all 
New York bound dirigibles landed at a field in nearby 
Lakehurst, New Jersey. Unfortunately, in 1937, the crash of 
the Hindenburg brought a quick and swift end to dirigible 
travel. 
September 17, 1863: Pope Pius IX published his encyclical, 
Incredibili (Incredible), in New Grenada (present day 
Columbia, South America), condemning the incredible 
persecution of the Catholic Church by the government. 
Unfortunately, the document has little effect in New 
Granada, as the government actually intensified their 
persecution of the Church after the document was 
published. 
September 18, 1793: President Washington, laid the 
cornerstone of the U.S. Capital building amidst great 
fanfare. A grand procession from the construction site of 
the White House to the construction site for the U.S. 
Capitol accompanied him; it was the first-ever parade held 
in Washington, D.C. 
September 19, 1928: Mickey Mouse made his screen debut 
in “Steamboat Willie” at the Colony Theater in New York 
City. Walt Disney’s creation quickly went on to become 
the extraordinary iconic image it is today.  
September 20, 1870: Pope Pius IX unwillingly surrendered 
The Papal States (an area of approximately 17,000 square miles in 
the central part of the Italian peninsula that was under the exclusive 
authority of the pope for over 1,000 years), to King Victor 
Emmanuel II of Italy; thus paving the way for the 
unification of Italy, and greatly reducing the temporal 
authority of the pope.  

 

CATHOLIC TRIVIA! 
Where would you have to go to 

see Leonardo DaVinci’s 
“The Last Supper”? 

Leonardo DaVinci’s painting of “The 
Last Supper” is one of the most-

famous paintings in all the world. 
DaVinci painted it between 1494 

and 1498 at the request of his 
benefactor: Ludovico Sforza, The 
Duke of Milan. The painting (a 
fresco) was painted directly onto the 
wall of the refectory (dining room) of 

the Dominican monastery of Our 
Lady of Grace in Milan. Since it was 

painted onto the wall directly, the 
painting was never able to be moved 
(if it was able to be moved, Napoleon 
would most certainly have taken it 
back to France with him) so, it 

remains on the same wall it was 
painted. No longer a monastery, it is 

a museum in Milan, Italy.  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

          
Dear Friends of The Holy Family,  
 Tomorrow, Monday, September 15th, the Church celebrates the Feast of Lady of Sorrows; sometimes 
called Our Mother of Sorrows; sometimes called Our Lady of The Seven Sorrows; sometimes called ‘Mater 
Delarosa’; sometimes called Our Lady of Dolours; and, sometimes simply called ‘Sorrowful Mother’. 
 The Feast of Our Lady of Sorrows is an unusual feast, in that it does not commemorate a specific event 
in our Lady’s life, like The Feast of The Immaculate Conception or The Feast of The Assumption, but 
commemorates seven episodes, or events, in Our Lady’s life that caused her tremendous grief. These events are 
taken directly from Sacred Scripture, or from traditions long held by the Church. While they are called the 
Sorrows of Our Lady, they are also intimately connected with the suffering of her Son. They are commemorated 
in chronological order. 
 The First Sorrow of Our Lady took place only forty days after the Lord’s birth, when Mary and Joseph, 
as was the Jewish custom, presented Jesus in the Temple. It was here during The Prophesy of Simeon (Luke 
2:33-36) that Our Lady was told that her Son would cause controversy, would suffer and would be opposed  by 
many during His life. Simeon also foretold that Mary herself would suffer, when he said, “…and a sword will 
pass through your own soul also.” 
 The Second Sorrow of Our Lady is accounted in Matthew 2:13-18, when we hear that Joseph, about a year 
or so after Jesus’s birth, had a dream in which an angel of the Lord told him that Herod wanted to harm the 
Child Jesus. This caused Joseph to hastily escape Bethlehem and take The Holy Family on The Flight Into 
Egypt to escape the wrath of Herod. 
 The Third Sorrow of Our Lady occurred when Jesus was a young boy. In the gospel of Luke (2:41-52), 
we hear of The Holy Family going to Jerusalem for the Passover. After the celebrations, the Holy Family 
gathered with their caravan of friends to return to Nazareth. After they began their journey, Mary and Joseph 
realized that Jesus was not in the caravan amongst their friends. They returned frantically to Jerusalem and, 
after three days, found The Lost Child Jesus In The Temple. When they found Jesus, he was conversing with 
the elders of the Temple, who were amazed at His knowledge and wisdom. 
 The next four Sorrows of Mary took place on the first Good Friday.  

The Fourth Sorrow is Our Lady Meeting Jesus On The Way To Calvary. While there in no explicit 
Scriptural foundation for this Sorrow, we know Mary was in Jerusalem when Christ was condemned, and it 
has always been a belief long help by the Church that she was able to -for a moment- encounter her Son on 
His way to Calvary; an encounter we can completely understand that would have filled her with the greatest 
agony. 

The Fifth Sorrow is found in John 19:25, when we hear, that, “Standing by the Cross of Jesus were His 
mother and His mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas and Mary Magdalene.” The time Mary spent at the 
foot of the Cross would have caused her tremendous maternal suffering, as it caused our Lord unimaginable 
physical suffering. 
 The Sixth Sorrow is also not explicitly found in Sacred Scripture: Jesus Is Laid In The Arms Of His 
Mother. This Sorrow, like the Fourth, is a belief long held by Christians that Mary would have insisted on 
embracing the lifeless body of her Son before He was buried. This moment is captured in one of the most 
famous pieces of art in the world: The Pieta, sculpted by Michelangelo between 1498 and 1499. 
 The Seventh Sorrow is the only Sorrow accounted in all four gospels: The Burial Of Jesus is described 
in Matthew 27:60, Mark 15:46, Luke 23:53 and John 19:41. We can only imagine the anguish Mary felt as she 
accompanied the body of her Son to the tomb. Her anguish was eclipsed, however, by the hope she held during 
that first Holy Saturday. 
 The beautiful message we derive from this Feast is the reminder that, although Mary was completely 
free of sin, she was not completely free from sorrow. And it is through her extraordinary faith that she was 
able to see God’s plan in her suffering, even though she may not have fully understood it at the time. A message 
for each of us! Each of us suffers grief and sorrow in life, ours is the challenge to look beyond the moment to 
realize our sorrows, often in ways we can never realize, are a part of God’s plan for us, too.  

By God’s grace, we are all members of The Holy Family, united in faith with Jesus, Mary and Joseph! 
Fr. O’Sullivan 

 

 
 

 
A Helping Of 

SHEPHERD’S P.I.E. 

(Pastoral insights expressed) 
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