234 Hermitage Street Philadelphia, PA 19127

Rectory Phone: 215-482-0450

OUR PARISH CLERGY
Fr. Timothy
O’Sullivan

Parochial Administrator

Dcn. James Browne
Parish Deacon

Fr. Michael Shea, cm.
Sunday Assistant
Fr. Francis McKee

Msgr. Patrick Sweeney
Pastors Emeriti
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Please speak to Fr. O’Sullivan if you or a family member
wishes to receive Anointing of the Sick. It is always
appropriate to receive this Sacrament before surgery,
during a serious illness or in the final stages of life. The
Sacrament can be celebrated in Church after any Mass,
in your home or wherever the sick person is confined.
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Couples are asked to call the Rectory to speak with Fr.
O'Sullivan to meet and to set a date. Couples should not
make any celebratory arrangements until after they have
met with Father. Attendance at a Catholic Marriage
Preparation is required. Archdiocesan policy requires (at
least) a six month period between setting the date and
the wedding.
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All are welcome to join us in praying the Miraculous
Medal novena immediately following the 8:00am each
Friday morning.

Rectory Fax: 215-482-7531
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Sunday Masses:
Saturday at 4:00pm.

Sunday at
0:00am & 11:00am.

Daily Mass:
Monday through Friday
at 8:00am

Chur Holydiay NMeass etredite
Our next Holyday is
All Saint’s Day

November 1
Masses for the Holyday will be celebrated:
Friday evening, October 31% at 4:00pm
Saturday morning, November 1" at 9:00am
(The Saturday evening Mass will commemorate
AllSoul’s Day.)
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Saturday afternoons: 3:00pm - 3:45pm.
Wednesday morning,
Immediately following the 8:00am Mass.
By appointment at the rectory at any time.
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God has blessed your family with the birth of your
child. The Sacrament of Baptism blesses our Church
family with a new member! The Sacrament of
Baptism is scheduled at the convenience of the Parish
and parents. Before a Baptism date can be set, parents
should attend our Baptismal Preparation Class and
present letters of eligibility for their recommended
Godparents at the Rectory. Parents are asked not to
make any celebratory arrangements until a Baptism
date is confirmed by our Rectory staft.
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This Week’s Mass Intentions

25" SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

SEPTEMBER 20-21, 2025
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 20

4:00pm ANTHONY COLUBRIALE
Requested by Rosemarie Davis and her
family
SUNDAY. SEPTEMBER 21
9:00am ALL THE MEMBERS OF HOLY
FAMILY PARISH
Requested by Father O’Sullivan
11:00am THE DECEASED SISTERS OF
THE SISTERS OF SAINT JOSEPH
Requested by Sister Mary Jo Larkin
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 22
Monday in Ordinary Time
8:00am FRANK MARCHIANO
Requested by his family
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 23
Feast of St. Pius of Pietrelcina (Padre Pio)
8:00am MARGARET O’HARRA
As stipulated by the O’Harra Estate
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 24
Wednesday in Ordinary Time
8:00am EDDY FRANKS
Requested by Pam Myers
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 25
Thursday in Ordinary Time
8:00am  CASS LEWIS
Requested by her children
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 26
Feast of St. Cosmas and Damian
8:00am  SPECIAL INTENTIONS
Requested by Father O’Sullivan

Cher Porish hoff

Holly Scally
Rectory Office Manager
E-mail: HScally@holyfamilychurch.org

Mary Beth Syrnick
Administrative Assistant
Joseph O’Brien
Director of Liturgical Music
Mary Alice Missimer
Parish Bulletin Editor
E-mail: maryaliceO8@comcast.net
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Next Sunday’s Mass Intentions
and Ministry Appointments

26" SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
SEPTEMBER 27-28, 2025
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 27
4:00pm RICHARD & DOROTHY PAYNE

Requested by Tom and Floss Payne
Extraordinary Minister: Debbie O’Donnell

Lector: Linda Guertin
Altar Servers: Mary Alice Missimer
Harry Mullen
Kathy Duffy
Music Ministry: Jackie Dunleavey
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 28
9:00am STANLEY SWALLA, SR.

Requested by his family and children
Extraordinary Minister: Jim Brody

Lector: Mary Reed
Altar Servers: Jim Brody
Lolita Bennett

Music Ministry: Rebecca Shimer

11:00am ALL THE MEMBERS OF
HOLY FAMILY PARISH
Requested by Father O’Sullivan

Extraordinary Minister: John Delaney

Lector: Dorothea Richardson

Altar Servers:  Jim Brody

Music Ministry: Adriana Stepien

* All ministers are subject to change without notice.
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Monday through Thursday
8:30am to 3:00pm.

The Rectory Office is closed on
Friday, Saturday and Sunday,
except for scheduled appointments.
In an urgent matter, please leave a
message with the answering service and
your call will be returned as soon as
possible.
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Pope Leo, and his Intention for
the month of September:
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Let us pray that, inspired by Saint Francis
of Assisi, we might experience our
interdependence with all creatures who
are loved by God and worthy of love and

respect.

In your kindness, please remember to support our

upcoming second collections:
A collection to benefit

Mission Sunday
October 18-1gth

ETERNAL REST
GRANT UNTO THEM O LORD!
o= In your kindness,
‘remember in your prayers:
" Charlie Kirk
(Aﬁ’na i “ ily man and a patriot)
who;%\(\ras ssassin dy‘an September 10th.

" Salvatore llo, III
(A former Holy Fa ner)
who pass ay on Septe
;ﬁ &I HEIR SOULS,
D ESQ;ULS

ALL THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED
THROUGH THE MERCY OF GOD REST IN PEACE!

Please remember ir your prayers our brave
family members anéi‘ friends whe are actively
serving to protect our nation in the Armed
Services:

Sgt. Morgan Manigly-Haney (daughter-in-
law of Marge Manigly); Ryan Keegan
. (nephew - of " Father . O’Sullivan); Jack
- Lipchock (friend of Holly Scally) Sgt. Tyler
. Manigly (grandson of Marge Manigly),
'»‘;_.‘Thomas Seigharter; Matthew Stiener
(Nephew  of Father O’Sullivan) and LCpl.
‘Christopher Whittle (grandson of Harry
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LICHTS! CAMERA?! ACTION!
Our Parish is looking for several volunteers to assist
with the live-streaming of our 4:00pm Saturday
evening Mass. If you are able to help, please call the
rectorv and let Hollv know!

MAKE & TAKE!

Our former childcare center has an abundance of office /
crafting supplies, classroom desks and chairs, small
working tables as well as some assorted residential

furniture.

On Sunday, October 28™, the building will be open from

12noon until 2:00pm for any parishioners who would like

to stop in; if you see something you like, ‘Make’ an offer,
and ‘Take’ it with you! It will be a cash only opportunity
and ‘first come, first serve’!




HIn Memoriam

Beginning in October, our Parish will offer
parishioners the opportunity to memorialize their
loved one’s memory or commemorate a special
occasion by donating the candles used in our
Church for the month.

Parishioners will be offered the opportunity to
donate:

The Main Altar candles for fifty dollars;
The Altar of the Tabernacle for fifty dollars; and,
The Altars of Mary and Joseph
for fifty dollars.

These memorials will be announced in our
bulletin on the first Sunday
of the designated month.

For more information,
please speak to Holly in the Rectory.

ﬂrbis Little Light of Mline. \

In our ongoing effort to beautify our Church,
Father O 'Sullivan would like to purchase
new votive candle stands to replace the
existing (partially non-functioning) electric
votive stands we presently have in Church.
There are currently five electric stands in the
Church: one near the Blessed Mother Altar,
one near the Saint Joseph Altar, one near the
Saint Katherine Drexel Shrine, one near the
Saint John Nueman Shrine and one near the
Pieta statue at the back of our Church.
One parishioner has graciously donated one of
the stands already; when we receive enough
donations we will be able to replace the
current electric stands with real, burning,
votive candle stands.

Father O’Sullivan is hoping to replace three
stands: one near the Blessed Mother Altar,
one near the Saint Joseph Altar and one near
the Pieta statue in the rear of our Church. The
other two electric stand will be removed from
the Church.

Each stand cost $2,600. If you would like to
donate a stand or offer a monetary gift

towards a stand, please call Holly at the
K Rectory.

Thiis Weok In History

September 21, 1897: The New York Sun
newspaper ran an editorial, entitled, “Yes,
Virginia, There Is A Santa Claus”. It went on to
become one of the most famous editorials in
publishing history. Over the years, it has been
published in over twenty languages, made in to
a Christmas special and was even set to music.
September 22, 2015: Pope Francis arrived in
The United States for what would be his only visit
to our nation. He arrived in Washington, D.C.;
but his visit culminated when he celebrated
Mass for almost one million people on the
Benjamin Franklin Parkway to conclude the
World Meeting of Families on September 27th.
September 23, 1779: During the Battle of
Flamborough Head, the Captain of a British
warship asked the Captain of the heavily
damaged United States ship, The Bonhomme
Richard, if he was ready to surrender and admit
defeat. In response, Captain John Paul Jones
responded with one of the most famous quotes
in American history: “I have not yet begun to
fight!”

September 24, 787: The bishops of the Church
gathered for the 2nd Council of Nicaea. This
Council was convened to resolve the ‘Iconoclastic
Controversy’. The Iconoclast Controversy began in
726 when the Byzantine Emperor Leo III issued a
decree forbidding the worship of icons (religious
images of Christ and the saints). The Council declared
that icons deserve reverence and veneration, but icons
are never worshipped, as worship is reserved solely
to Almighty God.

September 25, 1988: Pope John Paul II
beatified Juniper Serra, the Spanish-born
Franciscan who traveled as a missionary to
Mexico in December 1749. On July 1, 1769, he
arrived in present-day California and established
the Mission San Diego de Alcala; which
eventually evolved into the current city of San
Diego.

September 26, 1777: British troops occupied
the city of Philadelphia, forcing the Continental
Congress to hastily flee to Harrisburg. While the
British occupation lasted only a day, the
presence of the Continental Congress in
Harrisburg, made Harrisburg the nation’s
capital... for a day!

September 27, 1590: Pope Urban VII died after
only thirteen days as Roman Pontiff; making his
the shortest papacy in the history of the Church.




Dear Friends of The Holy Family,

Candles have been used in worship since ancient biblical times. Even before Christ was born,
candles were used as a significant part of the Jewish worship. There are several references in the Old
Testament where the importance of candles is indicated. In Exodus 27:20, for example, we hear, “You
shall command the Israelites to bring you clear oil of crushed olives, to be used for the light, so that you
may keep lamps burning always.” Here the Israelites are being told the importance of a lighted lamp
outside the place where the Ark of The Covenant was housed. (Some historians believe that this is one of
the reasons why Catholic Churches keep a lighted lamp beside the tabernacle — the place where the Lord
dwells among us.)

In ancient times, candles were used as ordinary means of light; so, candles would have been used
whenever the Christians gathered in prayer or to celebrate the Eucharist. Very quickly did the early
Christian Church begin to associate ‘light’ with “I Am The Light of The World”, one of the many ways in
which our Lord referred to Himself.

Today, In almost every Catholic celebration, whether it be the celebration of Mass (1 have received
several comments about the back and side altar candles lit during Sunday Masses make the Church more
beautiful), a Baptism ceremony, a Nuptial ceremony, exposition of the Blessed Sacrament, or, sometimes
our own personal prayers, the lighting of candles play a significant role. They continually remind us that
Christ is ‘Our Light’.

The most important candle in our Church is the tabernacle lamp. The lit candle is always burning,
twenty four hours a day, to remind us that Christ is truly and really present in the Holy Eucharist, reserved
in the tabernacle.

Recall, also, that the Paschal Candle, which is prepared at the Easter Vigil on Holy Saturday night,
represents the Risen Christ; and as it is carried into the Church, the Light of the candle is passed on to
those in the Church, and we, literally, see ‘Christ our Light’ dispelling the darkness of sin.

A long standing tradition of our Catholic faith is lighting votive candles in Church. (We currently
have five votive stands in our Church with electric lights, that are a vulgar substitute for the light of a real
candle.) The faithful have been using candle -or votive- lights as a part of their spiritual life for almost
two thousand years.

The burning candle (votive) light serves as a continuous offering, symbolizing a prayer that
continues even after the person who lit the candle has physically departed from the church. The lighted
candle represents the faith and devotion of the person who lit the candle that remains present to Almighty
God in His House.

When we light a candle in Church, we do so for four particular reasons.

The first reason is prayer and intercession. We light candles as an outward sign of the prayers of
intention we have offered to the Lord in the silence of our prayer.

The second reason a person might light a candle in Church is to show their thanksgiving to God
for prayers answered or blessings received.

The third reason a person might light a candle in Church is as an expression of love, solidarity or
extended prayers we offer for a loved one, family member or friend who has asked us to pray for them.

The forth reason a person may light a candle in Church is for it to be a visible reminder, not only
to them, but to others as well, of God’s holy presence in the sacred place.

Elsewhere in this bulletin, please take note of an invitation to help our Parish purchase new candle
(votive) stands. I am hoping to purchase three new stands; but these new stands will be supplied with real
candles for us to light as an outward sign of our prayers and a truer and better reminder to us of Christ’s
holy presence amongst us. If you would like to donate a stand in memory of a loved one, or offer a donation
to help make our new stands a reality, please call Holly at the Rectory.

By God’s grace, we are all members of The Holy Family, united in faith with Jesus, Mary and
Joseph! Fr. O’Sullivan
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