
 

 

The Church of The Holy Family 
234 Hermitage Street  Philadelphia, PA 19127 
Rectory Phone: 215-482-0450 Rectory Fax: 215-482-7531 

 

 

OUR PARISH CLERGY 

Fr. Timothy 
O’Sullivan 

Parochial Administrator 
 

Dcn. James Browne 
Parish Deacon 

 

Fr. Michael Shea, C.M. 
Sunday Assistant 

 

Fr. Francis McKee 
Msgr. Patrick Sweeney 

Pastors Emeriti 

 

The Celebration of Mass 
Sunday Masses: 

Saturday at 4:00pm. 
Sunday at  

9:00am & 11:00am. 
 

Daily Mass: 
Monday through Friday 

at 8:00am 
 

Our Holyday Mass Schedule 
Our next Holyday is 

All Saint’s Day 
November 1st  

Masses for the Holyday will be celebrated: 
Friday evening, October 31st at 4:00pm 

Saturday morning, November 1st at 9:00am 
(The Saturday evening Mass will commemorate 

All Soul’s Day.) 

 
The Sacrament of Confession 
Saturday afternoons: 3:00pm – 3:45pm. 

Wednesday morning, 
Immediately following the 8:00am Mass.  

By appointment at the rectory at any time. 

The Sacrament of Baptism 
God has blessed your family with the birth of your 
child. The Sacrament of Baptism blesses our Church 
family with a new member! The Sacrament of 
Baptism is scheduled at the convenience of the Parish 
and parents. Before a Baptism date can be set, parents 
should attend our Baptismal Preparation Class and 
present letters of eligibility for their recommended 
Godparents at the Rectory. Parents are asked not to 
make any celebratory arrangements until a Baptism 
date is confirmed by our Rectory staff. 

 

The Sacrament of The Sick 
Please speak to Fr. O’Sullivan if you or a family member 
wishes to receive Anointing of the Sick. It is always 
appropriate to receive this Sacrament before surgery, 
during a serious illness or in the final stages of life. The 
Sacrament can be celebrated in Church after any Mass, 
in your home or wherever the sick person is confined. 

 
The Sacrament of Marriage 

Couples are asked to call the Rectory to speak with Fr. 
O’Sullivan to meet and to set a date. Couples should not 
make any celebratory arrangements until after they have 
met with Father. Attendance at a Catholic Marriage 
Preparation is required. Archdiocesan policy requires (at 
least) a six month period between setting the date and 
the wedding. 

 

The Miraculous Medal Novena 
All are welcome to join us in praying the Miraculous 

Medal novena immediately following the 8:00am each 
Friday morning. 

 



Holy Family Parish 
Here, We Are Called To Be Holy! Here, We Are Family!

 

 

This Week’s Mass Intentions 
 

26th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
SEPTEMBER 27-28, 2025 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 27     
 

4:00pm      RICHARD & DOROTHY PAYNE 

Requested by Tom and Floss Payne 
 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 28 

9:00am      STANLEY SWALLA, SR. 

                                                                  Requested by his family and children 
 

11:00am    THE DECEASED SISTERS OF  

                   THE SISTERS OF SAINT JOSEPH 

                   Requested by Sister Mary Jo Larkin 
 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 29  
Feast of Saints Michael, Gabriel, Raphael , Archangels                                                         

8:00am       DONNA MONTALVO                      

                   Requested by Gina and Mike Felliccitti 
 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 30 

Feast of St. Jerome 

8:00am       WILLIAM O’HARRA 

      As stipulated by the O’Harra Estate 
 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 1 

Feast of St. Theresa of the Child Jesus 

 8:00am      ROSE CUNNINGHAM          

                   Requested by Ann and Debbie Currier 
 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 2 

Feast of The Holy Guardian Angels   

8:00am      THE HAEBERLEIN & McFADDEN 

                    FAMILIES 

                    Requested by Diane and Michelle 

                    Haeberlein 
 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 3 

Friday in Ordinary Time 

8:00am       SPECIAL INTENTIONS 

                  Requested by Father O’Sullivan 

 
                            

 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Next Sunday’s Mass Intentions 

and Ministry Appointments  
                                    \ 

27th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
OCTOBERBER 4-5, 2025 

 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 4  

4:00pm              MARY & FURY COLUBRIALE 

                           Requested by their children  

Extraordinary Minister:  Mary Alice Missimer 

Lector:               Walt Wood 

Altar Servers:     Mary Alice Missimer 

                           Harry Mullen 

                           Linda Guertin  

Music Ministry: Marcelle McGuirk 
 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 5  

9:00am      FOR ALL THE MEMBER OF 

HOLY PARISH 

                            Requested by Father O’Sullivan 

Extraordinary Minister:  Jamie Torna 

Lector:               Lolita Bennett 

Altar Servers:    Jim Brody 

                           Lolita Bennett 

Music Ministry: Olivia Wallace 
 
 

11:00am            LOUIS & CECELIA COSTELLO 

                          Requested by  The Prechtel Family
                          

Extraordinary Minister: Jay Feinschil 

Lector:                Debbie O’Donnell  

Altar Servers:     Jim Brody 

Music Ministry:  Olivia Wallace  
 

* All ministers are subject to change without notice. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Parish Staff 
Holly Scally 

Rectory Office Manager 
E-mail: HScally@holyfamilychurch.org 

 

Mary Beth Syrnick 
Administrative Assistant 

 

Joseph O’Brien 
Director of Liturgical Music 

 

Mary Alice Missimer 
Parish Bulletin Editor 

E-mail: maryalice08@comcast.net 
 

Our Rectory Office Hours 
Monday through Thursday 

8:30am to 3:00pm. 
The Rectory Office is closed on 
Friday, Saturday and Sunday, 

except for scheduled appointments. 
In an urgent matter, please leave a 

message with the answering service and 
your call will be returned as soon as 

possible. 

mailto:maryalice08@comcast.net
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Pope Leo, and his Intention for  

the month of September: 

 
Let us pray that, inspired by Saint Francis 

of Assisi, we might experience our 

interdependence with all creatures who 

are loved by God and worthy of love and 

respect. 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please remember in your 
prayers our family and friends who 

are ill and suffering: 
Theresa Mitros 

Joseph Syrnick 

Mary Lou Tucker 
 

We are happy to keep your loved ones on our Parish 

prayer list for five weeks.  If they would benefit from 

remaining on our prayer list after this period of time, 

please call the rectory and we will happily keep them on 

our prayer list. 

 

 

 
 

    

 

Please remember in your prayers our brave 

family members and friends who are actively 

serving to protect our nation in the Armed 

Services: 
 

Sgt. Morgan Manigly-Haney (daughter-in-

law of Marge Manigly); Ryan Keegan 

(nephew of Father O’Sullivan); Jack 

Lipchock (friend of Holly Scally) Sgt. Tyler 

Manigly (grandson of Marge Manigly); 

Thomas Seigharter; Matthew Steiner 

(Nephew of Father O’Sullivan) and LCpl. 

Christopher Whittle (grandson of Harry 

Mullen).  
  

 

When your family member or friend has completed 

their tour of duty, please call the rectory so they can be 

removed from our active military prayer list. 

 Our Upcoming Second Collections 
In your kindness, please remember to support our 

upcoming second collections: 
A collection to benefit 

 

Mission Sunday 
October 18-19, 2025 

 

Saint Charles Seminary 
November 2025 

 

Eternal Rest  
Grant Unto Them O Lord! 

In your kindness, please remember in 
your prayers our recently deceased 

family members and friends: 
CHARLIE KIRK 

Who was assassinated 
on September 10th; 

FR. LOUIS KOLENKIEWICZ 
(A friend of Fr. O’Sullivan) 

who passed away on 
September 17, 2025; 
JAMES DORNAN 

(Former Holy Family parishioner) 
who passed away on  
September 19, 2025; 

and 
BISHOP HERBERT BEVARD 
(Former priest of the Archdiocese 

And 
Bishop Emeritus of Saint Thomas, USVI) 

who passed away on  
September 20, 2025. 

May Their Souls,  
 
 

All The Faithful Departed,  
Through The Mercy Of God Rest In Peace! 



In Memoriam 
Beginning in October, our Parish will offer 

parishioners the opportunity to memorialize their 
loved one’s memory or commemorate a special 
occasion by donating the candles used in our 

Church for the month. 
Parishioners will be offered the opportunity to 

donate:  
The Main Altar candles for fifty dollars;  

The Altar of the Tabernacle for fifty dollars; and,  
The Altars of Mary and Joseph 

for fifty dollars. 
These memorials will be announced in our 

bulletin on the first Sunday 
of the designated month. 

 
For more information, 

please speak to Holly in the Rectory. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Each stand cost $2,600. If you would like to donate 

a stand or offer a monetary gift towards a stand, 

please call Holly at the Rectory. 

 

 

 

 

This Week In History 
 

 
September 28, 235: Pope Pontian, who was 
exiled to Sardinia during Emperor Maximus 

Thrax’s Christian persecution, resigned as 
pope (the first pope in the history of the 
Church to do so). Knowing he would never 

return to Rome and realizing that the 
Christian community in Rome needed a 

spiritual leader physically amongst them, he 
resigned his office.  
September 29, 1916: John D. Rockefeller, a 

name often associated with great wealth, 
became the world’s first billionaire. 

(Equivalent to approximately $30 billion 
today.)  
September 30, 1452: Joann Guttenberg 

printed the first book ever on his printing 
press: The Holy Bible. Of the 180 bibles he 

printed, only 21 complete copies exist today. 
October 1, 1971: Walt Disney World opened 
in Orlando, Florida. On Opening Day, the 

‘World’ was simply The Magic Kingdom, two 
resorts and two golf courses.  
October 2, 1965: During a football game 

between The University of Florida and 
Louisiana State University, the Florida 

‘Gators’ tested a newly concocted sports 
drink, designed by university students, to 
restore electrolytes and restore blood sugar 

to athletes’ bodies. It was the birth of 
Gatorade! 

October 3, 1945: Ten-year-old Elvis Presley 
came in 5th place (his first public appearance) 
during a youth singing contest at the 

Mississippi-Alabama Fair; he won $5.00. 
Does make you wonder who the first-place 
winner was! 
October 4, 1965: Pope Paul VI made his 
historic visit to the Unites States - the first 

Papal Visit to The United States. During his 
fourteen-hour visit, he arrived in the 
morning, addressed the United Nations, 

visited and spoke to the faithful at Saint 
Patrick’s Cathedral, met with President 

Johnson and celebrated Mass at Yankee 
Stadium, before his evening flight back to 
Rome.  
. 

 

 

“This Little Light of Mine…” 
In our ongoing effort to beautify our Church, 

Father O’Sullivan would like to purchase 
new votive candle stands to replace the 

existing (partially non-functioning) electric 
votive stands we presently have in Church.  

There are currently five electric stands in the 
Church: one near the Blessed Mother Altar, 

one near the Saint Joseph Altar, one near the 
Saint Katherine Drexel Shrine, one near the 
Saint John Nueman Shrine and one near the 

Pieta statue at the back of our Church. 
One parishioner has graciously donated one of 
the stands already; when we receive enough 

donations we will be able to replace the 
current electric stands with real, burning, 

votive candle stands.  
Father O’Sullivan is hoping to replace three 
stands: one near the Blessed Mother Altar, 

one near the Saint Joseph Altar and one near 
the Pieta statue in the rear of our Church. The 
other two electric stand will be removed from 

the Church. 
Each stand cost $2,600. If you would like to 

donate a stand or offer a monetary gift 
towards a stand, please call Holly at the 

Rectory. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

          
 
Dear Friends of The Holy Family,  

This past July, Our Holy Father, Pope Leo, announced his intention to declare Saint John Henry Cardinal 
Newman a ‘Doctor’ of the Church. (This is not the former bishop of Philadelphia; his name is spelled John Nuemann.)  After 
consultation with the Dicastery (Office) of The Cause of Saints in the Vatican, Pope Leo’s decision was met with 
unanimously joyful acceptance.  

So, what is a ‘Doctor’ of the Church? And who is John Henry Cardinal Newman? 
The word ‘doctor’ comes from the Latin word, doctor, and it literally means ‘teacher’. The distinction of being 

acknowledged as a ‘Doctor of The Church’ is a unique and rare accolade given only to very few saints in the history 
of the Church. So rare, in fact, that Newman will be only the 38th ‘Doctor of The Church’!  

By this distinction, the Church offers to the faithful a canonized saint who, even while they lived, was 
known for their humble and holy lifestyle; the title acknowledges the person for having made a positive and 
outstanding contribution to theology, and the understanding of the Catholic faith by the faithful, through their 
writings and teachings; and finally, there must be a proclamation by the pope bestowing this honor on the saint. 
(The date of Pope Leo’s  proclamation has yet to be announced.) This honor, however, we must realize, is not for Newman’s 
benefit, but for our benefit, that we might learn from his example and his love of our Catholic faith. 

John Henry Newman was born in 1801. He was raised in an Anglican home and eventually was ordained a 
priest for the Church of England (the Anglican Church). As an Anglican priest, Newman quickly developed a 
reputation for his brilliant mind, both in his spoken word as well as his written word. 

In 1832, Newman travelled throughout Italy. During his visit, he developed a deeper yearning to know 
Christ; and he turned to the written treasuries of the early Church, the writings of the early Church Fathers, and 
the fullness of the Christian faith that is found in the Catholic faith. For the next thirteen years, Newman absorbed 
every Catholic theological writing he could get his hands on! On October 8, 1845, his intellectual pursuits led to his 
conversion to the Catholic faith and his reception into the Catholic Church – a Church he saw as the very one born 
from the heart of Christ.  

In his native England, where the Church of England was the dominant Christian denomination, his 
reception into the Catholic Church was met with harsh criticism and personal verbal attacks; England, after all, 
was still a very anti-Catholic country.  

In 1846, Newman returned to Italy, but this time as a seminarian studying for the Catholic Priesthood. 
Despite his extraordinary prominence in the Church of England as a scholar and theologian, Newman humbly 
entered the seminary in Rome. On May 30, 1847, Newman was ordained a Catholic priest.  

Sometime after he was ordained a priest, he declared, “My reception into the Catholic faith was like coming 
into port after a rough sea; and my happiness on that score remains to this day without interruption!”  

During his time in the seminary in Rome, Newman developed a devotion to Saint Phillip Neri. (Centuries 
before, Phillip Neri established a religious community for men, who devoted themselves to prayer and communal living. This community, 
called the Oratory of Saint Phillip Neri,  still exists to this day. We have an Oratory of Saint Phillip at Saint Francis Xavier Church in 
the Fairmount section of Philadelphia.) After his ordination, and upon his returning to England, Newman established the 
first oratory in England: Birmingham Oratory. 

From 1851 to 1858, Newman served as the rector of The Catholic University of Dublin, Ireland. 
Upon his return to England as a Catholic priest, Newman continued his lectures and writings; but this 

time in defense of the Catholic faith. He was ostracized by the Anglican and Protestant society in England. Despite 
the hardships he endured because of his conversion, Newman was never deterred, but resolved to share the joys of 
his Catholic faith with anyone he encountered. 

In response to the attack on his personal integrity, Newman wrote his “Apoligia Pro Vita Sua” (“In Defense 
of One’s Life”). The work, considered a biography of great intellectual scope, was a spectacular success; and it 
greatly reestablished Newman’s reputation in the eyes of the English public.  

On May 15, 1879, Newman was created a Cardinal by Pope Leo XIII. Although created a Cardinal, Newman 
would not accept ordination as a bishop, but rather, lived the rest of his life as a simple priest. He died on August 
11, 1890 at Immaculate Conception Oratory in Edgbaston, England. 

On his tomb, at his request, is simply his name and beneath it, “Ex Umbris Et Imaginibus In Veritatem”, “From 
Shadows And Images Into The Truth”. 
 By God’s grace, we are all members of The Holy Family, united in faith with Jesus, Mary and Joseph! 
           Fr. O’Sullivan 

 

 

 

 
A Helping Of 

SHEPHERD’S P.I.E. 

(Pastoral insights expressed) 
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