
 

 

The Church of The Holy Family 
234 Hermitage Street  Philadelphia, PA 19127 
Rectory Phone: 215-482-0450 Rectory Fax: 215-482-7531 

 

 

OUR PARISH CLERGY 

Fr. Timothy 
O’Sullivan 

Parochial Administrator 
 

Dcn. James Browne 
Parish Deacon 

 

Fr. Michael Shea, C.M. 
Sunday Assistant 

 

Fr. Francis McKee 
Msgr. Patrick Sweeney 

Pastors Emeriti 

 

The Celebration of Mass 
Sunday Masses: 

Saturday at 4:00pm. 
Sunday at  

9:00am & 11:00am. 
 

Daily Mass: 
Monday through Friday 

at 8:00am 
 

Our Holyday Mass Schedule 
Our next Holyday is 

All Saint’s Day 
November 1st  

Masses for the Holyday will be celebrated: 
Friday evening, October 31st at 4:00pm 

Saturday morning, November 1st at 9:00am 
(The Saturday evening Mass will commemorate 

All Soul’s Day.) 

 
The Sacrament of Confession 
Saturday afternoons: 3:00pm – 3:45pm. 

Wednesday morning, 
Immediately following the 8:00am Mass.  

By appointment at the rectory at any time. 

The Sacrament of Baptism 
God has blessed your family with the birth of your 
child. The Sacrament of Baptism blesses our Church 
family with a new member! The Sacrament of 
Baptism is scheduled at the convenience of the Parish 
and parents. Before a Baptism date can be set, parents 
should attend our Baptismal Preparation Class and 
present letters of eligibility for their recommended 
Godparents at the Rectory. Parents are asked not to 
make any celebratory arrangements until a Baptism 
date is confirmed by our Rectory staff. 

 

The Sacrament of The Sick 
Please speak to Fr. O’Sullivan if you or a family member 
wishes to receive Anointing of the Sick. It is always 
appropriate to receive this Sacrament before surgery, 
during a serious illness or in the final stages of life. The 
Sacrament can be celebrated in Church after any Mass, 
in your home or wherever the sick person is confined. 

 
The Sacrament of Marriage 

Couples are asked to call the Rectory to speak with Fr. 
O’Sullivan to meet and to set a date. Couples should not 
make any celebratory arrangements until after they have 
met with Father. Attendance at a Catholic Marriage 
Preparation is required. Archdiocesan policy requires (at 
least) a six month period between setting the date and 
the wedding. 

 

The Miraculous Medal Novena 
All are welcome to join us in praying the Miraculous 

Medal novena immediately following the 8:00am each 
Friday morning. 

 



Holy Family Parish 
Here, We Are Called To Be Holy! Here, We Are Family!

 

 

This Week’s Mass Intentions 
 

27th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
OCTOBER 4-5, 2025 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 4      
 

4:00pm       MARY & FURY COLUBRIALE 

 Requested by their children 
 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 5 

9:00am      FOR ALL THE MEMBERS OF  

                   HOLY FAMILY PARISH                                            

                   Requested by Father O’Sullivan 
 

11:00am    LOUIS & CECELIA COSTELLO      

                   Requested by the Prechtel Family 
 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 6  
Feast of Saint Bruno                                                         

8:00am      ALOYSIUS O’HARRA                      

                   As requested by the O’Harra Estate  
 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 7 

Feast of Our Lady of the Rosary 

8:00am       ELEANOR MAISCH 

      Requested by Joe & Mary Alice Missimer 
 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 8 

Wednesday in Ordinary Times 

8:00am       CHRISTOPHER AUGUSTINE 

                   Requested by Rose Augustine 
 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 9 

Feast of St. Denis   

8:00am      THE WINCHESTER, HOFFNER,  

      & JANIEWICZ FAMILIES 

                   FAMILIES 

                    Requested by Diane Haeberlein & Michelle 

                    Haeberlein 
 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 10 

Feast of St. John XXIII 

8:00am       SPECIAL INTENTIONS 

                  Requested by Father O’Sullivan 

 
                            

 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Next Sunday’s Mass Intentions 

and Ministry Appointments 
                                    \ 

28th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
OCTOBER 11-12, 2025 

 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 11  

4:00pm              WILLIAM GOLDEN 

                           Requested by Mary Clare Ramuno  

Extraordinary Minister:  Debbie O’Donnell 

Lector:               Kathy Duffy 

Altar Servers:     Mary Alice Missimer 

                           Harry Mullen 

Music Ministry: Marcelle McGuirk 
 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 12  

9:00am      THOMAS P. LARKIN 

                            Requested by Sister Mary Jo Larkin 

Extraordinary Minister:  Pam Feinschil 

Lector:               Mary Reed 

Altar Servers:    Jim Brody 

                           Lolita Bennett 

Music Ministry: Olivia Wallace 
 
 

11:00am            FOR ALL THE MEMBERS OF 

                           HOLY FAMILY PARISH 

                           Requested by Father O’Sullivan
                                                     

Extraordinary Minister: Jeanine Censi-Lamont 

Lector:                Debbie O’Donnell  

Altar Servers:     Jim Brody 

Music Ministry:  Olivia Wallace  
 

* All ministers are subject to change without notice. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Our Parish Staff 
Holly Scally 

Rectory Office Manager 

E-mail: HScally@holyfamilychurch.org 
 

Mary Beth Syrnick 
Administrative Assistant 

 

Joseph O’Brien 
Director of Liturgical Music 

 

Mary Alice Missimer 
Parish Bulletin Editor 

E-mail: maryalice08@comcast.net 

 

Our Rectory Office Hours 
Monday through Thursday 

8:30am to 3:00pm. 
The Rectory Office is closed on 
Friday, Saturday and Sunday, 

except for scheduled appointments. 
In an urgent matter, please leave a 

message with the answering service and 
your call will be returned as soon as 

possible. 

mailto:maryalice08@comcast.net
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Let us join together in prayer with 

our Holy Father, Pope Leo,  

and his intention for the month of October: 

 
Let us pray that believers in different 

religious traditions might work together 

to defend and promote peace, justice, and 

human fraternity. 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Please remember in your 
prayers our family and friends who 

are ill and suffering: 
Theresa Mitros 

Joseph Syrnick 

Mary Lou Tucker 
 

We are happy to keep your loved ones on our Parish 

prayer list for five weeks.  If they would benefit from 

remaining on our prayer list after this period of time, 

please call the rectory and we will happily keep them on 

our prayer list. 

 

 

 
 

    

 

Please remember in your prayers our brave 

family members and friends who are actively 

serving to protect our nation in the Armed 

Services: 
 

Sgt. Morgan Manigly-Haney (daughter-in-

law of Marge Manigly); Ryan Keegan 

(nephew of Father O’Sullivan); Jack 

Lipchock (friend of Holly Scally) Sgt. Tyler 

Manigly (grandson of Marge Manigly); 

Thomas Seigharter; Matthew Steiner 

(Nephew of Father O’Sullivan) and LCpl. 

Christopher Whittle (grandson of Harry 

Mullen).  
  

 

When your family member or friend has completed 

their tour of duty, please call the rectory so they can be 

removed from our active military prayer list. 

 Our Upcoming Second Collections 
In your kindness, please remember to support our 

upcoming second collections: 
A collection to benefit 

Mission Sunday 
October 18-19, 2025 

 

Saint Charles Seminary 
November 2025 

 

I n   m e m o r I u m 
 

The Candles On Our  
Main Altar  

Burn During The Month Of October 
In Memory Of 

Jack Ray & The Deceased Members of 
The Ray & Bernatavicius Families  

At the Request Of Nancy Ray 

+  +  + 
The Candles On Our  

Tabernacle Altar  Of Repose 
Burn During The Month Of October 

In Memory Of 
Jack Ray & The Deceased Members of 

The Ray & Bernatavicius Families  
At the Request Of Nancy Ray 

+  +  + 
The Candles On Our  

 Altar Of The Blessed Virgin Mary 
Burn During The Month Of October 

In Memory Of 
Rose Cunningham 

At the Request Of Anne Currier & Debbie Currier 

 

CONGRATULATIONS  TO OUR 
SEPTEMEBER 50/50 WINNER:  

MARY ELLEN BRECHT! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This Week In History 
 

 
October 5, 1947: With the evolution of telecommunications technology, President Harry S. 
Truman delivered the first-ever television broadcasted Presidential address to the nation. 

October 6, 1979: During his first visit to the United States, Pope John Paul II became the 
first pope to be welcomed by President Jimmy Carter to the White House 
October 7, 1913: At his Ford Motor Company factory, Henry Ford began using an assembly 

line for his automobile production. The assembly line drastically increased the production 
of his automobiles, which, in turn, brought The United States society to a new level of 

transportation.  
October 8, 1094: The Basilica of Saint Mark was dedicated in The Kingdom of Venice. The 

translation of the relics of Saint Mark the Evangelist into the new church was part of the 

dedication ceremony. (Having been smuggled out of Alexandria, Egypt the relics of Saint Mark 
had arrived in Venice in the nineth century, but were housed at a nearby Church until this 
Church’s dedication.) 
October 9, 1958: Pope Pius XII died at the Papal Residence at Castel Gandolfo, outside of 
Rome. Pius XII began his pontificate in March 1939; he led the Church through the difficult 

years of World War II. Pius XII is one of the most wrongly maligned  popes in history; mostly 
due to anti-Catholic rhetoric in the late 1950’s / early 1960’s that falsely portrayed him as 

a Nazi sympathizer. Pope Pius XII was not a Nazi sympathizer! 
October 10, 1871: After three catastrophic days, the Great Fire of Chicago was finally 

extinguished, leaving almost 300 people dead, 100,000 people homeless and $222 million 

dollars in damage (almost $5 billion dollars in present-day money). 

October 11, 1521: Pope Leo X bestowed the title of ‘Defender of The Faith’ upon King Henry 
VIII of England for his staunch defense of the Catholic Faith. Unfortunately, almost ten 
years later, Henry would desecrate that very title by breaking with the Church and founding 

the Church of England. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“This Little Light of Mine…” 
In our ongoing effort to beautify our Church, Father O’Sullivan would like to purchase new votive candle 

stands to replace the existing (partially non-functioning) electric votive stands we presently have in Church , 
with votive stands with real candles.  

 
Father O’Sullivan is hoping to replace the five votive stands we presently have with three new stands: one 

near the Blessed Mother Altar, one near the Saint Joseph Altar and one near the Pieta statue in the rear of our 
Church.  

 
Each stand cost $2,600. If you would like to donate a stand in memory of a loved one or offer a monetary gift 

towards a stand, please call Holly at the Rectory. 

We do not make history, we are made by history. 

Our homebound parishioners are not able to join us electronically for Mass 
because we have no one to help live stream the Mass. 

If you can help us, please call the rectory! 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

  

 
Dear Friends of The Holy Family,  
 This coming Tuesday, October 7th, is the feast of our Lady of The Rosary. For Catholics throughout the 
centuries, the rosary had been a staple of their spiritual life, as well as an instrument that fosters authentic 
devotion to the Blessed Mother of Our Lord Jesus.  
 The actual title of Our Lady of The Rosary, however, comes to us by means of a specific event which 
occurred in 1571.  
 In the mid-sixteenth century Christian Europe was extremely divided: the effects of the Protestant 
Revolt (began by Matin Luther in October 1517 and subsequent religious leaders after him) had torn asunder the countries 
of Europe, with many of the northern European countries separating themselves from the Church of Rome, 
while many of the central European countries remained loyal to the Church. Europe was in crisis.  
 The crisis in Europe, unfortunately, did not go unnoticed by the Muslim populated Ottoman Empire, 
based in (present-day) Turkey. The Ottoman Sultan (emperor) quickly realized that the friction between the 
countries in Europe, more than likely, had negatively effected their relationships with each other. And he 
decided to take advantage of Europe’s division.  
 In the late 1560’s, Sultan Selim II began assembling a vast navy, with the intention of invading Europe 
and conquering the countries of central Europe, beginning in Italy and moving inward until the major cities of 
Europe were under Muslim control. 
 Fortunately, word of the impeding invasion reached Pope Pius V in Rome. Realizing the seriousness 
of the threat, Pope Pius V quickly formed The Holy League, a combined navy from The Papal States, The Spanish 
Empire, The Knights of Malta, as well as troops from the various Duchies that make up present-day Italy, with 
the goal of defeating the Ottoman Empire’s navy. 
 Before The Holy League left for battle, Pope Pius V sent enough rosaries for the entity of the League, 
with the instruction that they troops should pray the rosary, seeking the intercession of the Blessed Mother 
for a successful protection of Christianity in Europe. As The navy of The Holy League set off for battle, Don 
Juan of Austria was the commanding officer of The Holy League. Realizing that the conflict was imminent, on 
the evening of October 6, 1571, Don Juan of Austria commanded each of the troops on all of the ships of The 
Holy League to pray the Rosary. 
 The opposing navies encountered each other in the Gulf of Patras, off the coast of Greece, on October 
7, 1571. As the five-hour long battle began, it seemed that the Ottoman forces held a great advantage: their 
67,000 men outnumbered The Holy League’s 65,000 men, and the Ottoman Empires 278 ships greatly 
outnumbered The Holy League’s 212 ships. Additionally, the winds were blowing in favor of the Ottoman Empire, 
making it difficult for the captains of The Holy League to adequately maneuver their ships. However, they did 
not despair; instead, the troops began, once again, to pray the Rosary. 
 Midway through the battle, the winds unexpectedly shifted in favor of The Holy League’s forces, giving 
them a great advantage. By the end of the battle, The Holy League had destroyed almost half of the Ottoman’s 
ship, along with 25,000 of the Ottoman Empire’s troops lost in battle. (Compared to The Holy League’s thirteen ships 
and 10,000 troops lost.)  Sultan Selim II’s plan to invade Europe was ended at the Battle of Lepanto. Around the 
same time as the battle was coming to an end, Pope Pius V had a vision (several hundred miles away in Rome) in 
which he was assured by our Lady that the impeding attack on Christianity in Europe had been prevented. 
 To honor the victory at Lepanto, Pope Pius V instituted the Feast of Our Lady of Victory. His successor, 
Pope Gregory VIII changed the name of the feast to the Feast of Our Lady of The Rosary.  
 The Battle of Lepanto is regarded by many to be the most important naval engagement in history, 
because the plan of the Ottoman Empire for Europe that ‘could have been’ was unsuccessful.  
 Today, the Feast does not emphasize its combative origin, but, rather, invites Christians to use the 
mysteries of Our Lord’s and Our Lady’s life to strengthen and deepen their faith. In addition to the Feast being 
celebrated on October 7th each year, the entire month of October is also dedicated to Our Lady of The Rosary.  
 By God’s grace, we are all members of The Holy Family, united in faith with Jesus, Mary and Joseph! 
            Fr. O’Sullivan 

 

 

 

 

 
A Helping Of 

SHEPHERD’S P.I.E. 

(Pastoral insights expressed) 
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