
 

 

The Church of The Holy Family 
234 Hermitage Street  Philadelphia, PA 19127 
Rectory Phone: 215-482-0450 Rectory Fax: 215-482-7531 

 

 

OUR PARISH CLERGY 

Fr. Timothy 
O’Sullivan 

Parochial Administrator 
 

Dcn. James Browne 
Parish Deacon 

 

Fr. Michael Shea, C.M. 
Sunday Assistant 

 

Fr. Francis McKee 
Msgr. Patrick Sweeney 

Pastors Emeriti 

 

The Celebration of Mass 
Sunday Masses: 

Saturday at 4:00pm. 
Sunday at  

9:00am & 11:00am. 
 

Daily Mass: 
Monday through Friday 

at 8:00am 
 

Our Holyday Mass Schedule 
Our next Holyday is 

All Saint’s Day 
November 1st  

Masses for the Holyday will be celebrated: 
Friday evening, October 31st at 4:00pm 

Saturday morning, November 1st at 9:00am 
(The Saturday evening Mass will commemorate 

All Soul’s Day.) 

 
The Sacrament of Confession 
Saturday afternoons: 3:00pm – 3:45pm. 

Wednesday morning, 
Immediately following the 8:00am Mass.  

By appointment at the rectory at any time. 

The Sacrament of Baptism 
God has blessed your family with the birth of your 
child. The Sacrament of Baptism blesses our Church 
family with a new member! The Sacrament of 
Baptism is scheduled at the convenience of the Parish 
and parents. Before a Baptism date can be set, parents 
should attend our Baptismal Preparation Class and 
present letters of eligibility for their recommended 
Godparents at the Rectory. Parents are asked not to 
make any celebratory arrangements until a Baptism 
date is confirmed by our Rectory staff. 

 

The Sacrament of The Sick 
Please speak to Fr. O’Sullivan if you or a family member 
wishes to receive Anointing of the Sick. It is always 
appropriate to receive this Sacrament before surgery, 
during a serious illness or in the final stages of life. The 
Sacrament can be celebrated in Church after any Mass, 
in your home or wherever the sick person is confined. 

 
The Sacrament of Marriage 

Couples are asked to call the Rectory to speak with Fr. 
O’Sullivan to meet and to set a date. Couples should not 
make any celebratory arrangements until after they have 
met with Father. Attendance at a Catholic Marriage 
Preparation is required. Archdiocesan policy requires (at 
least) a six month period between setting the date and 
the wedding. 

 

The Miraculous Medal Novena 
All are welcome to join us in praying the Miraculous 

Medal novena immediately following the 8:00am each 
Friday morning. 

 



Holy Family Parish 
Here, We Are Called To Be Holy! Here, We Are Family!

 

 

 

This Week’s Mass Intentions 
 

28th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
OCTOBER 11-12, 2025 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 11      
 

4:00pm      WILLIAM GOLDEN 

Requested by Mary Clare Ramuno 
 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 12 

9:00am      THOMAS P. LARKIN 

                   Requested by Sister Mary Jo Larkin 
 

11:00am    FOR ALL THE MEMBERS OF 

                   HOLY FAMILY PARISH 

                   Requested by Father O’Sullivan                                                     
 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 13 
Monday in Ordinary Time                                                         

8:00am      CASS & JOHN LEWIS 
                   Requested by their family                                                     
 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 14 

Feast of St. Callistus 

8:00am       ADALINE O’HARRA 

      As stipulated by the O’Harra Estate 
 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 15 

Feast of St. Teresa of Jesus 

8:00am       NUNZIATA MARCHIANO 

                   Requested by her family 
 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 16 

Feast of St. Margaret Mary Alacoque   

8:00am       DECEASED SISTERS OF ST. JOSEPH 

                    Requested by Sister Mary Jo Larkin 
 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 17 

Feast of St. Ignatius of Antioch 

8:00am       SPECIAL INTENTIONS 

                  Requested by Father O’Sullivan 

 
                            

 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Next Sunday’s Mass Intentions 

and Ministry Appointments 
                                    \ 

29th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
OCTOBER 18-19, 2025 

 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 18  

4:00pm              JAMES GERARD 

                           Requested by his wife  

Extraordinary Minister:  Harry Mullen 

Lector:               Sister Mary Jo Larkin 

Altar Servers:     Mary Alice Missimer 

   Kathy Duffy     

              Linda Guertin 

Music Ministry: Olivia Wallace 
 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 19  

9:00am      FOR ALL THE MEMBERS OF 

                         HOLY FAMILY PARISH 

                            Requested by Father O’Sullivan                                                     

Extraordinary Minister:  Mary Reed 

Lector:               Lolita Bennett 

Altar Servers:    Jim Brody 

Music Ministry: Olivia Wallace 
 
 

11:00am            ANNA MARIE GOLDEN 

        Requested by Mary Clare Ramuno 

Extraordinary Minister: Tom Payne 

Lector:                Dorothea Richardson  

Altar Servers:     Jim Brody 

Music Ministry:  Olivia Wallace  
 

* All ministers are subject to change without notice. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Parish Staff 
Holly Scally 

Rectory Office Manager 
E-mail: HScally@holyfamilychurch.org 

 

Mary Beth Syrnick 
Administrative Assistant 

 

Joseph O’Brien 
Director of Liturgical Music 

 

Mary Alice Missimer 
Parish Bulletin Editor 

E-mail: maryalice08@comcast.net 

 

Our Rectory Office Hours 
Monday through Thursday 

8:30am to 3:00pm. 
The Rectory Office is closed on 
Friday, Saturday and Sunday, 

except for scheduled appointments. 
In an urgent matter, please leave a 

message with the answering service and 
your call will be returned as soon as 

possible. 

mailto:maryalice08@comcast.net
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Let us join together in prayer with 

our Holy Father, Pope Leo,  

and his intention for the month of October: 

 
Let us pray that believers in different 

religious traditions might work together 

to defend and promote peace, justice, and 

human fraternity. 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please remember in your 
prayers our family and friends who 

are ill and suffering: 
Catherine Gross      Theresa Mitros 

Elena Rocca             Joseph Syrnick 

Mary Lou Tucker 
 

We are happy to keep your loved ones on our Parish 

prayer list for five weeks.  If they would benefit from 

remaining on our prayer list after this period of time, 

please call the rectory and we will happily keep them 

on our prayer list. 

 

 

 

    

 

Please remember in your prayers our brave 

family members and friends who are actively 

serving to protect our nation in the Armed 

Services: 
 

Sgt. Morgan Manigly-Haney (daughter-in-

law of Marge Manigly); Ryan Keegan 

(nephew of Father O’Sullivan); Jack 

Lipchock (friend of Holly Scally) Sgt. Tyler 

Manigly (grandson of Marge Manigly); 

Thomas Seigharter; Matthew Steiner 

(Nephew of Father O’Sullivan) and LCpl. 

Christopher Whittle (grandson of Harry 

Mullen).  
When your family member or friend has completed 

their tour of duty, please call the rectory so they can 

be removed from our active military prayer list. 

 

Our Upcoming Second Collections 
In your kindness, please remember to support our 

upcoming second collections: 
A collection to benefit 

Mission Sunday 
October 18-19, 2025 

Saint Charles Seminary 
November 2025 

 

Consider Holy 
Family when writing 

your Last Will  
and Testament.  

An example to include in your will would 

be, “I bequeath the amount of $(specify an 

amount) to Holy Family Church, located at 

234 Hermitage Street, Philadelphia. PA 

19127, for (specify a purpose; such as: 

general maintenance, to purchase a mass 

vestment, the discretionary use of the 

pastor, etc.)  Thank you for considering our 

parish as part of your final remembrance. 

One small positive thought 

in the morning can change 

your whole day! 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This Week In History 
 

 
October 12, 1609: “Three Blind Mice” is first published in London. Although a classic nursery 
rhyme to countless children over the years, the rhyme is actually a covert telling of the dark 
story of (the Tudor) Queen Mary I having three Church of England bishops burned at the stake 
for not returning to the Catholic faith. 
October 13, 1536: The ‘Pilgrimage of Grace’ began in England. It was an organized protest by 
faithful Catholics who were opposed to King Henry VIII’s break from Rome and his creation of 
the Church of England. Unfortunately, the four-month long protest ended with the massacre of 
almost three hundred Catholics at the order of King Henry. It was the last significant opposition 
to Henry’s revolt against the Catholic Church. 
October 14, 1977: The beloved actor and entertainer, Bing Crosby, died of a heart attack. A 
devout Catholic all of his life, Crosby starred in over one-hundred movies during his career.  
October 15, 1951: The very first episode of “I love Lucy” aired on The CBS network. Today, “I 
love Lucy” is regarded as one of the most influential comedies and culturally significant shows 
in television history. 
October 16, 1978: Karol Cardinal Wojtyla was elected the 264th Roman Pontiff and took the 
name Pope John Paul II. During his 26 year-5 month-17 days pontificate (the third longest in 
history) John Paul II redefined the papacy as a significant and influential presence on the global 
level. John Paul II died on April 2, 2005 and was canonized by Pope Francis on April 27, 2014. 
October 17, 2010: Mary Helen MacKillop, R.S.J., was canonized by Pope Benedict VXI; the first 
native Australian to be recognized as a saint. Born in Melbourne, Australia in 1842, she spent 
her life dedicated to the Catholic faith in Australia, with special concern for the poor and 
uneducated. 
October 18, 1009: The Church of The Holy Sepulcher in Jerusalem – commissioned by 
Emperor Constantine the Great in 326 and consecrated on September 13, 335, was completely 
destroyed by the Muslim forces of the Fatimid Empire. The destruction shocked the Christian 
world and was a major event that ultimately led to the Crusades. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Thank You! Thank You! Thank You! 
Our Parish is truly grateful to our parishioners who responded so generously 

to Father O’Sullivan’s request for donations to purchase new altar cloths and 

votive stands.  

As you can see, our votive stands have arrived and you can look forward to 

seeing our new altar cloths over the next several months.  

We do not make history, we are made by history. 

Our homebound parishioners are not able to join us electronically for Mass 
because we have no one to help live stream the Mass. 

If you can help us, please call the rectory! 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
Dear Friends of The Holy Family,  

The week of October 5 through October 15th, 1582, did not exist in The Papal States (the area of present-day Italy that 
encompasses about one-third of the central part of the country)! Yup; you read that correctly! The residents of The Papal States 
went to bed on the evening of October 4, 1582 and woke up on October 15, 1582. But they didn’t fall into a coma en masse; 
the Gregorian Calendar, promulgated by Pope Greory XIII went into effect.   

Up until 1582, the western world observed the Julian Calendar – put in place almost a century before the birth 
of Our Lord. Julius Cesaer promulgated his calendar after his astrologers realized that the earth spun on a cycle of 365.25 
days around the sun. The Julian Calendar also included a leap year, to accommodate the 1/4 day in the complete cycle of 
the earth that ‘built up’ over four years. However, even with his leap year, the Julian Calendar was still off by several 
hours every century. Consequently, over almost sixteen hundred years, the Julian Calendar was off by over a week. 

The problem was that the Julian Calendar was based on a full cycle around the sun being 365.25 days. But in 
actuality, the complete cycle of the earth around the sun was 365.2422 days; so, over the centuries the calendar had 
drifted increasingly out of alignment with the earth’s orbit. By altering the Earth’s alignment, the spring equinox was 
being displaced, and the spring equinox was important because Christians used it to determine the date of Easter. 

In order to resolve the discrepancy, Pope Gregory XIII ordered a more recent astrological study to determine, 
more accurately, the exact length of a complete cycle of the earth around the sun. 

The Gregorian Calendar, like the Julian Calendar, is a solar calendar with 12 months of 28–31 days each. The year 
in both calendars consists of 365 days, with a leap day being added to February every four years (the ‘leap years’).The 
months and length of months in the Gregorian Calendar are the same as for the Julian Calendar. However, the Gregorian 
Calendar omits a leap year every 400 years, which completely realigns the cycle timing every four centuries. (You may 
remember the year 2000 did not have a leap year; don’t expect a leap year in 2400 either!) With the introduction of the Gregorian 
Calendar, the ten days that threw off the Julian Calendar were ‘skipped’ over, and on October 15, 1582, much of present-
day Italy woke up to the most accurate alignment, date-wise, for the first time in almost sixteen centuries.  

But there was a problem with Pope Gregory’s Calendar – many countries in Europe, especially in northern 
Europe, who had broken with the Catholic Church by their involvement in the Protestant Revolt, did not trust the pope, 
and viewed the introduction of his calendar as some type of covert plot to take over western Europe. The countries that 
remained faithful to the Catholic Church, primarily Spain, Portugal, Italy and the Catholic states of the Holy Roman 
Empire, and their territorial possessions around the globe, accepted the Gregorian Calendar without reservation over 
the next several months of 1582. By the end of 1582, various parts of the western world were observing two different 
dates, depending on what country you were in at the time! 

Slowly, as the Gregorian Calendar was recognized as an actual correct measurement of the Earth’s rotation 
around the sun, other countries began to adopt it. Dutch provinces adopted the Gregorian Calendar in December 1582. 
Several Catholic countries in Europe adopted the more accurate calendar on various days in December 1582. The seven 
Catholic cantons (regions) of Switzerland adopted the calendar in 1584. 

Unfortunately, many countries that came under the influence of the Protestant Revolt resisted the calendar of 
‘the pope in Rome’ and continued to observe the Julian Calaendar. The powerful Duchy (Kingdom) of Prussia would not 
adopt the calendar until 1657, and only after the fiefdom of (current-day) Poland adopted the calendar in 1611. Present-day 
Denmark, Sweden and Norway eventually accept the Gregorian Calendar in 1700. 

However, an adamant opposer to the Gregorian Calendar was the British Monarch. Eventually, the British 
monarch ordered his own astrologers to calculate the solar cycle. They came to the same conclusions as the Papal 
astrologers did centuries before. But rather than adopt the ‘Gregorian’ Calendar, the British monarch simply announced 
that the British Empire would follow the ‘new’ calendar. The territories of the British Empire (including the colonies in the 
New World) went to bed on Wednesday, September 2, 1752 and awoke on Thursday, September 14, 1752. 

In countries heavily populated by Orthodox Christians, however, the Gregorian Calendar was accepted for 
secular observances only, with many Orthodox Christians still using the Julian Calander for liturgical observations. 
Which is why we often hear of Orthodox Christians observing Easter and Christmas about a week after we do. 

Pope Gregory’s Calendar is just one of the many, many ways the Catholic Church has influenced society and the 
world throughout the centuries! 

By God’s grace, we are all members of The Holy Family, united in faith with Jesus, Mary and Joseph! 
Fr. O’Sullivan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
A Helping Of 

SHEPHERD’S P.I.E. 

(Pastoral insights expressed) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Julian_calendar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Solar_calendar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leap_day
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leap_year
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United Together In The Fight Against Bullying...United Together In The Fight Against Bullying...

Don’t Just Teach Kindness... BE KINDNESS!Don’t Just Teach Kindness... BE KINDNESS!

www.MallorysArmy.com
(973) 440-8657 | info@mallorysarmy.org

   It’s easy to join our mailing list!
Just send your email address by text message:

Text MALLORYSARMY to 22828 to get started.
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BEFORE YOU GET 
IN A RIDE SHARE

RIDESHARING 
SAFETY TIPS

in remembrance of
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ask

match

inform

ASK

Frank C. Hicke, Supervisor
Daniel M. Gregori, Director

7384 Ridge Ave, Phila., PA 19128
215-482-8878

www.mmfunerals.com

ST. MARGARET SCHOOL
NARBERTH

Preschool 3 yrs.-8th Grade

OPEN HOUSE 11AM to 1PM
Oct. 26, 2025 & Jan. 25, 2026

https://smsnarberth.org
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